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Village Hall
Guy Fawkes Night

Celebrations.

2020 has been a challenging year for us all and the usual schedule of
Froyle fun has been seriously curtailed and much missed.

We can’t even gather together around a raging November bonfire!

BUT THERE SHALL BE FIREWORKS!!!

Step outside your house on November 5th at 7:30 pm and look
approximately to the North and the sky will be (doubly)
illuminated with Pyrotechnic Delights for a couple of spirit-raising
minutes. (NB THEY ARE NOT ON THE REC SO PLEASE DON’T
GO THERE!)

Make sure you have a burger or hot dog in one hand and a hot toddy
in the other and you’ll enjoy the occasion even more.

We hope you enjoy the display and let us hope We’ll Meet Again on the
recreation ground in 2021.

Pass the word - make sure all your neighbours see the sky explode with
colour.

Nigel Southern
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PARISH NEWS & VIEWS
Parish Clerk - Andrew Potter - 07979 030571

Email: clerk@froyleparishcouncil.org.uk
Web: www.froyleparishcouncil.org.uk

Report from Froyle Parish Council
The Parish Council (PC) met virtually on 12th October
welcoming Anthea McRiley to her first meeting as a
Councillor.

Events that we would normally be looking forward to at this
time of year won’t be able to happen in the usual way. There
will be no Bonfire night celebration on the Rec nor will we
be able to mark Remembrance Sunday as normal at the

War Memorial. It is hoped that there will be a socially-distanced firework display that
residents to enjoy from their own homes and a remembrance can be marked elsewhere.
Please look out for further information on the arrangements for these events.
The football hut project is moving forward, with design drawings finalised and a tender
package being prepared for issue to an approved list of local builders. The tender
package will request prices for both renovation and new build options with equivalent
specifications to ensure that the best value for money solution is delivered within the
available budget.  Contract award to the preferred bidder will hopefully allow work to
commence early in the New Year.
The quarterly inspection of the play area equipment was undertaken by the independent
inspector in September.  No major issues were identified but some maintenance on
and repainting of the ship were recommended.  A tree surgeon has also been contacted
to survey certain trees along the Rec boundary to determine what remedial work if any
is required to ensure that these trees remain healthy and provide no safety risks for Rec
users.
Since the temporary closure of the Froyle Park venue, the trees along the Avenue
leading to Gid Lane have shed branches, making the route increasingly unsafe for
pedestrians using the public right of way. As this is a private road, Froyle’s EHDC
Councillor has agreed to take this matter up with the Froyle Park owners and request
them to undertake an urgent tree survey and any remedial action arising therefrom.
Around the village – one new planning application has been received since the last
meeting, relating to tree pruning at a property in Upper Froyle.  The PC decided not
to make any comment.  After receiving further information, the PC submitted a neutral
comment to EHDC regarding the application received in September for a side extension
to a property in Upper Froyle.  The PC comments were to ensure that the contents of
the 2016 Village Design Statement were taken into consideration regarding the external
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appearance of the building.  Planning applications can be reviewed and comments
posted using the link https://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-applications-and-
appeals.
Linden Homes have not responded to the recent PC letter requesting that their signage
on Hen & Chicken Hill be taken down now that the development is effectively finished.
This matter has now been taken up by EHDC Planning Dept. on the PC’s behalf
including removal of yellow development signs. Please email
clerk@froyleparishcouncil.org.uk of the location if you see any of these yellow signs.
Froyle continues to be the location for major infrastructure projects.  Following the
renewal of the power lines crossing the village this summer, the PC has been notified
that the final route of the Southampton to London oil pipeline has now been approved
by the Secretary of State.  This largely follows the existing pipeline route.  The new
pipeline crosses the A31 by the Veolia facility and continues on the Froyle side from
West End Farm and beside the Anchor.  No information is currently available on
when this work will be carried out.  Further information on the project can be found
at www.slpproject.co.uk/
Further afield
The PC has been developing its response to the Government’s Planning White Paper
consultation.  As you may be aware from reports in the media, these proposals are
designed to simplify the planning process but also have the potential to allocate housing
developments to Councils including villages with little room for recourse.  If you have
any views on this please contact one of the Parish Councillors or submit your objection.
Consultation ends on 29th October.  The countryside charity CPRE has been actively
involved in this and have published a very good summary on their website
www.cpre.org.uk where you can also sign a petition.
HCC has instigated Project Resilience which is designed to repair and then resurface
local roads.  This will result in a number of road closures and diversions in the area
over the coming weeks.

The next PC meeting is scheduled for Monday 9th November.

Positive comments have been received to the notifications re service
disruptions etc that were sent out recently to residents who have signed
up to receive FPC email alerts. If you wish to sign up, please send your
details to fpc@froyleparishcouncil.org.uk with YES in the subject line (or
STOP if you wish to be removed!).  Please check your Spam folder and
allow emails from this sender if you have signed up.
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Bookings:
Sarah Zorab

01420 520361
www.froylevillagehall.co.uk
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NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE HALL

The Hall Committee continues to try to comprehend and implement Covid 19
guidance and regulation.  We are now displaying the NHS track and trace QR
(quick response) code.  Please remember to scan it with your phone if you visit
the Hall.  We have installed a foot-operated hand sanitiser dispenser and a
sanitising station in the form of a small trolley.  We have also purchased a great
many masks and aprons and a considerable quantity of virus-killing chemicals
to keep the bugs at bay.  We recommend that when the hall is in use windows
and doors are left open to improve ventilation.  Inevitably this will impact our
heating bill.  We have reduced the number of visitors to a maximum of 25
suitably masked and distanced and require hirers to clean before and after each
session.

With so many restrictions inevitably the use of the hall is much lower than we
would wish but I am pleased to report that we host a successful all-day art class,
Baby Ballet is going strong and the Baby and Toddler Group has now expanded
to two sessions on a Thursday.

We have recently renewed our insurance which, at around £1,400, is our biggest
annual item of expenditure.  We now have to produce risk assessments for every
event we organise and commercial hirers have to demonstrate that they have
their own insurance cover.  Life gets ever more complicated...

Although we have had to cancel our bonfire night party, there will still be
fireworks on the Fifth of November.  I understand that at 7.30pm the skies
above Froyle will be illuminated. So remember, remember! Full details on page
1.

Plans for the Virtual Quiz are also in hand.  Do join in.  The more the merrier.
Full details on page 4.

Can I take the opportunity to thank Martin McRiley for acting as webmaster for
the Hall website for a great many years.  His help and support has been much
appreciated.  He is now standing down and the Committee is on the look out
for a replacement.  The website can be found at www.froylevillagehall.co.uk and
includes details of the Hall’s facilities and a booking form.
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Can I remind all Hall users of the importance of returning the key to the key safe
at the end of a session.  If the key is not returned the next hirer is unable to gain
entry and is literally left out in the cold.

One of the reasons that life gets more complicated is that so many things require
self-assembly and tools which you may or may not have.  A case in point was the
sanitising station trolley which arrived from the village of Xiajie, near Tianshi, in
the Chinese province of Zhejiang, via Stockport and Coalville in Leicestershire
within 24 hours of ordering and in 42 separate parts.  Now if you have read the
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, you may recall that “42”  has a certain resonance.
If you haven’t read it or heard it on the radio or seen it on the television, I should
explain that forty-two is the answer to the ultimate question of ‘Life, the Universe
and Everything’ which was calculated by the super computer ‘Deep Thought’ after
seven and half  million years of deliberation.

I mused on this as I carefully assembled the first 40 parts.  I thought about the
good people of Xiajie in their workshop punching out the holes, welding the
baskets and putting the nuts and bolts into tiny plastic bags while thoughtfully
remembering to include a spanner, an allen key and some unusually helpful
instructions.  I thought about the long journey the parts had made from China to
Froyle.  I remembered that Coalville was the birth place of George Smith who
had campaigned to improve the conditions of the children who worked in the 19th

century brickfields.  And so I came to the final bolt which slid precisely through
its hole but failed to engage with its nut.  I withdrew the bolt and inspected it.  It
was perfectly smooth.  Not a hint of a thread.  Was this a sign, I wondered?  But
what did it signify?  Did some Chinese worker have the hump and this was a small
act of subversion, slipping in a useless bolt.  Did it have to do with her low wages,
poor conditions or the fact that China were being blamed by elements in the West
for Covid 19?  Or perhaps it was just an accident that a single smooth bolt, one
among millions of others, slipped unnoticed through quality control.  And pure
chance that it was the last bolt to be fitted.  Somehow I doubt it.

I cursed Amazon, AJO Importers and the Taizhou Hengchuang Homeware
Company for their deficient product.  But then I reflected that it had only cost
less than thirty quid and should outlast the virus.  One cannot send a sanitising
station trolley out into a pandemic world with a bolt missing, so I rummaged in
my reticule and found a replacement. Job done.
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And should you ever have occasion to push
the trolley round the Hall remember that at
least one bolt is British.  Next month I
muse on assembling the foot-operated hand
sanitiser. (Not on my watch! - Ed)

42! One of the drawings found in an
atomic fallout shelter on Jikthroom Beta.

Nick Whines  secretary@froylevillagehall.co.uk

Poppy Appeal 2020 - A Reminder

Due to the ongoing Coronavirus, the Royal British Legion
has asked there are no home collections. Therefore, the only
places you can buy a poppy is a the Anchor Inn, the Hen
& Chicken Pub or the BP petrol station in the Froyle district.

Jamie Stewart-Smith
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Our recent photographic competition produced
some excellent entries although from very
few entrants.  They can be seen on
www.froylegardenclub.weebly.com, together
with the comments on all from judge Chris
Booth.

‘Reflections’:  1st Gay Turvill;  2nd Geoff Hawkins;  3rd Beryl Webster.
‘Plant Portrait’:  1st Geoff Hawkins;   2nd Anne Blunt;  3rd Ian Webster.
‘In the Garden’:  1st Ian Wbster;  2nd Beryl;  3rd Beryl Webster.
‘Shadows’:  1st Geoff Hawkins;  2nd Ian Webster;   3rd Beryl Webster.
Best Photograph Overall:   Gay Turvill (see below)
Most Points:  Geoff Hawkins

There is still a lot of colour and interest in the garden with some of the roses flowering
again, nerines and other autumn flowers together with berries and colouring leaves.  As the
days shorten, enjoy making plans for your garden next year, plant bulbs and think about
seeds to sow.   Optimistically look forward to when we are able to resume our usual activities
in 2021.

Anne Blunt

Best Photograph
Overall
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The Meeting Place
If  the weather is fine and warm enough, it is our intention
to continue holding the Meeting Place on the terrace at
the Village Hall, on Fridays from 10.00 am  to 12 noon.
If  you attend, please continue to follow the  social-distancing
rules, and the new rule of  six.  Subject to Government

guidelines, we will then go inside, with some changes.

We will not be needing any kitchen helpers for this year, but cakes from our bakers on
the list would be much appreciated (see below). Any help clearing up at the end of  the
morning would be very welcome.

Thank you to all those who bought cakes and made donations at
our Macmillan coffee morning. We were able to send the charity
£515, an amazing result with such limited visitors.
We have also made donations to Hart Wildlife and Shooting Star
children’s hospice.

The Meeting Place Team

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2021

First of all, thank you all who volunteered as Helpers and Bakers this year.
2020 has not exactly worked out as we would have expected, has it?  What a year!!!!

Looking forward to a, hopefully, more normal 2021, would you like to help in the
kitchen or make a cake occasionally for the Meeting Place next year?   It would
be much appreciated.

If you were on the 2020 list, and are happy to continue, you need do nothing.  But if
you would like to join our volunteers, we would love to hear from you.  We especially
need new Bakers. We would ask if you could bake just 3 or 4 times a year.

Please contact me before the beginning of December when the rosters are
published.

Lori (Taylor) lorijtaylor@hotmail.com  01420 22148

P.S.  A BIG Thank You to Jenny G., Susie R., and Gill B. for organising the Mini-MP
on the terrace, allowing a safe environment for us to enjoy drinks and cakes, and most
of all friendship.  A special Thank You to those of you who have continued to bake
for us during this time.
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“Thank you to everyone for making my 90th birthday so special”

Mary Wilde

Birthday Corner

And a very special
Happy 102nd Birthday to

Maisie Pritchard
from all her friends in the Village
and especially the Meeting Place

FROYLE 100 CLUB – OCTOBER DRAW
The 100 Club administrator found himself this month back in the village hall for the
socially distanced and zoom-assisted annual meeting of Froyle parish church.
After enlisting so many kind assistants in recent months to help with the draw, he was
therefore able this month to appeal to a higher authority for help, in the form of the
Vicar.....
So this month’s winners are doubly blessed. They are:
1st – Maureen Fry;  2nd  – Shirley Bellis;  3rd -  Molly Court;  4th – Sarah Lovell

 “For what we are about to receive....”
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Down Your Country Ways
With R. Ambling

Here is an easy walk of about one and a quarter hours,
or slightly longer if you decide on the longer version.
Unless we have had a great deal of rain, wellingtons are
not required and the paths should be clearly marked
after ploughing.

Starting from wherever in the village, head for Bamber Lane, that is the turn-off from
Ryebridge Lane opposite Westburn Fields.

Walk up Bamber Lane until you reach Saintbury Hill on your left, just after the house
turn left through a gate and follow the path past the tennis court on your left, through
a further gate and then through the final gate into a large field.   Follow the path
directly in front of you downwards across the field..  At the bottom carry straight on
keeping the hedge on you left.   Walk along here until you reach the road.  Now you
have a choice, if you want a shorter walk, turn left on the road and follow this all the
way to the church, cross the road and go through the gate into the church between
the church and Froyle Park.  Y ou will see the rest of this walk when the larger version
arrives at the same point.

For the longer version, when you reach the road from the field, turn right, then almost
immediately turn left up the track by the side of the cemetery.  (If you have a few
moments to spare, you can stop for a rest in the cemetery and admire the lovely view
- Ed).  At the top of the hill the path goes left, follow this until you come out by an
industrial estate.  Turn left past some houses on you left and garages on you right.
Keep going past Froyle House (Large White house on you left and follow the road
to the church.  Enter the church through the gate between the church and Froyle
Park.

Now both versions are at the same point.  So go round to the right of the church
tower and you will come to a white gate, go through the gate and you come to a narrow
laurel lined walkway, this then comes out onto the Avenue.  Follow the Avenue all
the way down to Gid Lane past the Wildlife Pond on your right.  Once at Gid Lane
go right for about 60 yards and then through the gate on your left and follow the path
either all the way to the Anchor, turn left and then walk back to the village or you can
take a left turn and follow the path that goes across the field towards Westburn Fields.

Enjoy and I hope to be back next month with a long very autumnal walk.
R Ambling
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Halloween Drive-in Cinema
at Treloar’s Campus
Sunday 1st November

On Sunday 1st November Treloar’s will be hosting its first-ever drive-in cinema at the
Treloar’s campus in Holybourne.

Enjoy a spooky evening of fun with family and friends at either our family friendly
screening of The Addams Family (PG) at 5pm, or our over 18s adult screening of cult
classic, The Lost Boys (15) showing at 8pm.

Fancy dress optional but, encouraged!

Get ready to snap your fingers! The first family of Halloween, the
Addams Family, is coming to Treloar’s on the big screen, in the
first animated comedy about the kookiest family on the block.
Funny, outlandish, and completely iconic, the Addams Family
redefines what it means to be a good neighbour. Our family
screening of  starts at 5pm.

Meanwhile two brothers, Michael and Sam
have just moved to Santa Carla, California,
only to discover that the area is a haven for

vampires. Sleep all day. Party all night. Never grow old. Never die.
It’s fun to be a vampire. Our adults screening of
starts at 8pm.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic we have had to cancel our
scheduled fundraising events for the year and so are looking at
other ways we might bring in some much needed funds for our
vulnerable young people whilst keeping our supporters and guests safe.  So with this
in mind the drive-in cinema was a perfect solution where we can provide you with a
fantastic evening of entertainment in a COVID safe environment.

A variety of refreshments will be on offer via our ticket shop
www.jumblebee.co.uk/treloarshalloweendriveincinema  with Halloween treat boxes
for the kids, popcorn and pizzas from Catch A Fire Artisan Pizza company.
For more information, please contact Karen Sanderson, Events Manager,
karen.sanderson@treloar.org.uk
Website: www.treloar.org.uk
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November News from The Froyle Archive
Long ago at Froyle School by Lilian Smither

“At five years old I went to Froyle Village School with sister
Edith who was five years older than me and brother Willie, in
May 1905. No mother came with us in those days. We walked through the orchard
of Sylvester’s Farm. Lower Froyle, then into the little meadow over the gate into the
big meadow now the Village Recreation Ground, where then father’s cow’s were
grazing. I was a little scared when the cows stopped eating and looked at us. Then
over, or open, the next gate into the Upper Froyle Road. We had to be very be sure
to shut the gate if we opened it or the cows would get out, then we would all be in
trouble with father.

There we met up with
many of the Lower
Froyle children and
walked the mile to
School. The road in
the summer was dusty
and stony, in winter
wet and muddy.
There was a plantation
of beech trees on our
left going to school;
we usually walked in
the road. The girls had

wooden hoops and
skipping ropes and in winter the boys had iron hoops. Returning from school we
made paths in between the trees, which were very beautiful; no boy or girl damaged
the trees, and they are there to this day (written in 1990).
Arriving at school, we entered when the door was open; no lining up outside, and
hung up our hats and coats. The girls always wore hats and the boys caps, and we
put our dinner baskets down in the corridor. No-one took anything which did not
belong to them. Our dinners were always safe.
The school had three rooms and the infants had a gallery, where we had our dinner.
Some of the children were very poor in those days. We farmer’s children had plenty

Over the past few years we have been visiting the stories of
Froyle at the beginning of the 20th Century written by Lilian
Smither. She was a daughter of the Westbrook family and had
a wonderful memory of her life in Froyle and reminiscences of
her family who had farmed here since at least the 16th Century.
She was born in 1900 and went to Froyle School; this month
we feature her story, published in 1990, of her early years there.

The Beeches (left distance) were felled in 1996



to eat and I can see Edith giving a
piece of cake or bread and butter
to a child, who she knew had very
little to eat. We sometimes took
hard boiled eggs with bread and
butter. On occasion in the dinner
hour - we had one-and-a-half
hours - the older children would
run down the hill to Mill Court to
see the snowdrops and the river,
returning in time when we heard
the bell ring at 1.30 p.m. My sister Edith who was very tall and good looking with
fair curly long hair remained at the village school until she was 15; she was a
monitor. I can see her now, counting each class with a slate and chalk in her hand.
Her total had to agree with the Head Master, Mr William Button Downes. The
Vicar, the Revd. William Annesley, came to the school every Friday morning in
term time for half an hour and instructed us on ‘ancient church history’.
The Head Master was a good pianist who taught us many patriotic songs, the
National Anthem, and many hymns including ‘Now the day is over, night is drawing
nigh, shadows of the evening, steal across the sky’, which we sang in the winter
evenings at 4 p.m. We started the day with a prayer and a hymn. He also taught us
the 10 Commandments, ‘Thou shalt not steal’, and memory tells me that no-one
did, and the Catechism, as in the Prayer Book, and the Creed.
Children who lived a long way away were allowed to leave school at 3.45 in Winter.
The remainder left at 4 p.m., even in the darkest winter days. No mother came to
collect us, we all walked to Lower Froyle without any troubles or muggings.
There was a competition in arranging wild flowers. Sister Edith won first prize
several times. The first prize was 3s. I won the 6th prize on one occasion, it was 6d.
On the same day the Fair came to the village in the field behind the play grounds,
all spectators walked through the grounds into the field beyond. What excitement,
the Roundabouts, with their loud music, Swing Boats, Hoopla Stall and many other
stalls of different character. There were races for the Froyle school children.
At Christmas the rich folk in Upper Froyle gave the children a party. We all sat in
the same seats as in class. The food was good but the Christmas cake was so rich,
some of us gave Rose, who sat next to me, our surplus cake and she filled her
pockets to take home to give to her family a little Christmas fare. Then we were sent
out into the playground, the large doors between the two classrooms were opened,
so there was room for organised dances and games, this was great fun. We were all
given an orange and the very poor children, food which had not been eaten. So we
all walked home in the dark, every one arriving safely. When I was a pupil at the
village school there were over 100 children. In 1987 when the school was closed,
only 26 children attended.”

Froyle School and School House in 1910

Chris & Annette Booth  (22364)
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 Froyle Wildlife

Virtual talk ‘Hampshire - Nature in Trust’  Friday
20th November 7.30pm
Join us on zoom for an entertaining talk by Mike Read, a
freelance nature photographer specialising in birds, flowers,

mammals and other wildlife as well as landscapes.  Living near the New Forest, he
visited one Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust reserve each month through
the year to capture the scenery and wildlife of each reserve.  The wide spread of
locations produced a broad variety of habitats and showcases the great work that the
HIWWT is doing.

Much wildlife features in this talk, from birds to butterflies, flowers to fungi and
mammals to mites and it is delivered alongside Mike’s entertaining commentary.  All
welcome to attend this virtual meeting.

Note: The zoom invitation will be emailed beforehand to members and to those on
our mailing list.  Anyone who would like to join the meeting can request an invitation
by email, see http://froylewildlife.co.uk/news/.

Planned tree planting on Rec. Several trees have died in recent years leaving
gaps on the eastern edge of Froyle Recreation Ground that could be filled.  We plan
to plant 6 new trees with approval from Froyle Parish Council.  The species are Wild
Cherry, Whitebeam and Rowan, these are being purchased from local British grown
stock as standard trees approx. 2.4m tall.  So this will not be an instant effect project
but one that should benefit wildlife in the future as well as adding interest for people.

To quote the Tree Council website ‘Native trees provide food and shelter for local
wildlife and give seasonal interest throughout the year.  From cascades of blossom in
spring to a blaze of autumn leaf colour and fruits’.  If you can help with tree planting
in late November, please contact info@froylewildlife.co.uk or 01420 23520.

Barry Clark
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Birds of the Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica – October’s talk
31 members and guests were fortunate to hear a fascinating talk by Keith Betton on
his visits to the Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica, after the business of the AGM
on 15 October, all done on-line via Zoom.  However the first highlight was his report
of a white-tailed eagle, seen in Upper and then Lower Froyle.  Some white-tailed eagles
which had bred in Scotland were released in the Isle of Wight in August 2020 and
Froyle’s visitor had come from there.  Keith had photos of it being closely attended
by crows, and its GPS tracker showed that after leaving Froyle it had flown towards
London, before returning to the Isle of Wight via Sussex.

Keith’s Antarctic trip covered 7,000km and took 19 days.  Starting from Ushuaia in
Argentina, the southernmost city in the world, MV Plancius, carrying 116 passengers
in 53 cabins, headed for the Falkland Islands, a two day trip across the Drake Passage
(one of the roughest passages of water in the world, as some of the passengers
discovered to their cost).  On the way down they encountered the black-browed
albatross, the southern giant petrel, the southern royal albatross, which breeds in the
islands off New Zealand, and several other species of petrel.

Although most of us had heard of the Falkland Islands, who knew there are 778 islands
in the archipelago, and 499 have not yet been named?  The main occupations for the
3,000 inhabitants (2,000 of whom live in Port Stanley) are fishing and sheep-farming,
and evidence of the war in 1982 remains, with some beaches still off-limits for people.
These make very safe habitats for penguins and birds, some of which are now becoming
endemic sub-species.  We saw a nesting site for black-browed albatross, which seemed
remarkably unperturbed by human visitors, as well the attractively-browed rockhopper,
magellanic and gentoo penguins, and heard how the rockhopper penguins lay a “spare”
egg which they effectively offer to predators such as brown skua and striated caracara,
known as “johnny rook”.

From the Falklands it was a three day trip to South Georgia, an area the same size as
Hampshire with a summer population of 20 people, whose job is to meet and greet
cruise passengers.  South Georgia hosts some huge populations of penguins: Salisbury
Plain had a colony of c100,000 pairs of king penguins, and St Andrews’s Bay nearby,
150,000.  They are curious and inquisitive, approaching quite close to Keith and other
visitors.  Living alongside them on the beaches are elephant seals and Antarctic fur
seals, whose pups were sweet to look at, but well guarded by their rather fiercer looking
mothers.  In Godthul Bay, on the north side of South Georgia, Keith first saw icebergs
which thereafter became a feature of the trip, and needed to be given a wide berth.
From there Plancius sailed to Grytviken, a whaling base from the 1900s to 1966, when
it was abandoned, which had processed c170,000 whales, including 40,000 blue whales,
in its 60-odd years.  Grytviken was also where Ernest Shackleton arrived on the last
leg of his escape from Antarctica after HMS Endurance was crushed by sea ice in 1916,
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having crossed South Georgia in 36 hours on foot, a time which a well-equipped and
fitter group of British soldiers was recently unable to match.

At Drygalski Fjord, a glacier about three miles long, was a colony of c500,000 macaroni
penguins; and at Prion Island is a nesting area for the wandering albatross, the bird
which, with the South American giant condor, has the longest wingspan of any, at 11ft.
This enables it to glide over vast distances, sometimes up to 75,000 miles in a year.
Keith’s pictures really captured their enormous size.

From South Georgia the Plancius headed for
Antarctica.  Nothing can prepare you for Antarctica, its
wildness and hostility, where the average summer
temperature is 2 -3°C: it is 99.6% ice, with an average
thickness of 1.9km, which holds c70% of the world’s
freshwater.  It is the coldest and driest continent, with
a minimum recorded temperature of -83°C and about

200mm of rain annually (about ¼ of Froyle’s rainfall), and doubles in size every winter.
In addition, there are some massive and ancient icebergs, some housing colonies of
penguins, as well as snow petrels.  There are few birds in Antarctica apart from penguins,
but a lot of whales, the main species being humpback and killer as well as the occasional
blue, one of which used the hull of the Plancius to scratch itself on.

Keith gave an excellent account of his trip illustrating it with some superb photographs
– despite the challenges posed to his camera by the conditions – which enthralled and
bewitched his audience.

Jonathan Pickering

Medicine for the
(out-of-lockdown) Soul

Coincidentally three of my favourite authors have recently published new novels, all of
which have received favourable reviews:

“V2” by Robert Harris, who “masterfully presents well-researched history, with
some relevant high-tech gobbledegook, imaginatively embellished with the colourful
quirks of human behaviour…an excellent novel…”

“Trio” by William Boyd; which “embraces comedy, tragedy and redemption.
It succeeds impressively because of its dramatic, often sensational, revelations.”

“To the end of  the World: Travels with Oscar Wilde” by Rupert Everett.
“…an account of Everett’s decade-long engagement with two Oscar Wilde projects…The
Judas Kiss on stage…and making his film The Happy Prince…a charming and witty
account of a largely horrible experience interspersed with lovely recollections of a
more debauched past.”

David Robertson (520820)
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Keeping well this winter
As the colder weather starts to set in, there are lots of
things you can do to keep healthy and well this winter.

Keeping your body healthy in winter
As people age their immune system becomes weaker and we can
lose muscle mass and so here are some tips to help boost our
immune systems and stay healthy

Ø Keep Active – try to move around once an hour, even if it’s only
for a short walk to and from the kitchen to put the kettle on

Ø Eat well and regularly – make sure you have plenty of food at
home or have arranged meal deliveries

Ø Keep hydrated – there is still the risk of dehydration even in the
colder months

Ø Get your free flu jab

Ø Keep warm – layering is the best way to keep warm and set your
heating timer to ensure your home is warm when it is coldest

Keeping your mind healthy and your spirits up in winter
Winter can be a difficult time but there are lots of ways to keep our
minds active and our spirits up

Ø Keep to a routine – Routine is a great way to give us some
certainty in uncertain times and helps us plan for the week ahead

Ø Keep connected – Keep up the connection with family and
friends. Arrange regular visits (if possible due to Covid-19 restric-
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tions) or arrange regular phone and video calls. Age Concern
Hampshire can also help to put you in touch with a befriender.

Ø Stay active – exercise is well known to give our mental health a
boost and so a small amount of exercise is good for our bodies and
our minds. This may be a short walk around the garden or even
some armchair exercises.

Ø Get Help – if you are finding things particularly tough, are feeling
lonely or isolated or need help, reach out to family, friends or your
GP for support.

Ø Do something you enjoy – find time for hobbies you enjoy or
perhaps try a new hobby.

Ø There are lots of resources available to keep our minds active,
from crosswords, quizzes and games to online exhibitions and
events. Try something new!

Alternatively, contact your local Village Agent,
Madeleine on 23371

Village Agents are volunteers who can help you
find information and local services that will enable

you to stay living safely and independently.
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Bentley CE Primary Autumn School Report
I am writing this at the start of October and am delighted to say that life at school is
now more ‘normal’ than not.  After the schools closure many children had to remain
at home learning until September, so we were so happy to have everyone back in school
together!  The children have been inspirational in getting back into their old routines
and also in coping with the new expectations we all have to follow due to COVID.
There have been many seasonal delights and they have loved apple picking, finding
conkers from the amazing school chestnut tree and Harvest assembly with Yann, albeit
on Youtube this year!

Planning the changes and writing the Risk Assessments have taken up quite some time
but they have all been done to ensure that we as a school can stay open, even if the
local area has to go into lockdown.

I thought that you might like to know a little more about what is different at this time,
behind the school gates…

The biggest change is that we cannot have adults into school, as we are told that adult
to adult contact is far more likely to spread the virus.  As a welcoming village school
this has taken the most getting used to, but sadly we have to minimise the number of
adults in school.  This means no reading volunteers, no PTFA meetings in school and
no parents able to sort through the Lost Property bins!  Fortunately there are solutions
to most problems;  Year 6 have stepped up to relocate those jumpers with their owners
and we held our first Virtual PTFA AGM last month with a great ‘turn out’.

Anyone going past school will have spotted parents and carers lining up at drop off
and pick up times.  We apologise for any inconvenience to our local community, but
we now have a one way system in place to get all the pupils on and off the playground
each day.  We are bringing children into school each day with minimum contact to
keep school open as best we can, under the ever changing advice and information we
receive each day from the government.  We are really grateful for all the adult support
involved to make this work but it seems to be effective.
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We have had to purchase new resources such as a fogger which helps our Caretaker
and the Cleaning Team with their additional COVID workload.  We seem to be getting
through soap, paper towels and anti-bac gel very fast! We have PPE in school and all
staff have masks and visors to use where required.

In class the children now have individual resources and they are sitting in rows facing
the front of the class.  We are trying to get outdoors as much as possible and are using
a Recovery Curriculum to help children to catch up with missing learning from last year
when many children had to learn from home.  We have found the social aspects the
most important as pupils are learning how to deal with being independent again after

working at home. They are getting used to being one of thirty in a class again, rather
than learning in a family set up.

I am really proud of the pupils, families and staff at Bentley for having such a positive
attitude and getting on with school life. It seems very possible that we may require to
‘lockdown’ or close a class or bubble at some stage but we have the plans ready to deal
with Virtual School again should this happen.

Thank you for the support from our local community at this time. It means a lot.
Katy Pinchess, Headteacher

STOP PRESS

Would you like to help us raise much needed funds for the school and be in
with a chance to win a CASH PRIZE of up to £75?

Yes? Then get your number now for the Bentley School PTFA 100 Club!

Simply buy a number between 1 and 100 for £5 and we will add you to the
prize draw for the current half term.

Just register at www.pta-events.co.uk/bentley and buy your number now. More
information available at bentleyschoolptfa@gmail.com

Take a chance to win whilst RAISING FUNDS!!
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Dear all,

In a world where the rules seem to be changing by the day, the team has decided that
it is reassuring to focus on what things that don’t change in these strange times.  By
now, the apples have been picked, the sloe gin bottled and the glorious sunsets we
enjoy in this wonderful part of  Hampshire will continue to stun us.  The potato fields
that were harvested early in September have now been sown with winter wheat and
the tawny owls can be heard hooting on wintry nights.  We may be wondering whether
we can gather in groups of  six or have to isolate, meet in church in small numbers at
a distance or experience services remotely by telephone, dvd or YouTube, but there
will still be these constant markers of  the seasons and of  our lives.
   And as the days shorten and darken, we can lift our hearts from the gloom by
enjoying the first frosts icing cobwebbed seed heads in the garden and trees black and
bare of  leaves creating lacy patterns against the winter sky.  Birds jostling for position
on feeders with nuts and seeds are more evident in the end months of  the year, making
us aware of  nature’s struggle to survive while we watch from our heated homes.
   Then, just when it seems that winter months are never ending, we are reminded that
we have already passed the shortest day and the longest night, when hellebores reveal
fat buds of  cream and snowdrops begin to push green tips through blankets of  leaves.
   ‘But noticing the little things going on around us is called mindfulness,’ one of  the
team said. ‘It’s a modern idea, making an effort to notice and appreciate what is
happening in the present moment.’
  ‘And if  you couple that with manifesting,’ another team member said, ‘visualising
what you desire in order to make it happen, you can turn these challenging times into
positive ones.’
And then one of  the older team members laughed and said, ‘But isn’t that what we are
already doing?  Having faith in God, praying for composure, strength and patience, is
much the same thing.  It may seem modern and more ‘woke’ to talk about mindfulness
and manifestation, but it isn’t really anything new.  Our faith will help us bear the
challenges of  these times and help us to understand what is right for us.’
   Our God, our Church, is always with us.  It is unchanging like the pattern of  the
seasons, dependable, reassuring and constant.  As it is written in the Book of
Common Prayer, in psalm 102, but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

Blessings,
Yann
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ST MARY’S CHURCH NOTES
Vicar: The Reverend Yann Dubreuil Tel: 07777 684 533 yann@benbinfro.org

Administrator: Tel 01420 23339  e-mail admin@benbinfro.org

William Knowles
Park Edge
Upper Froyle
Tel:  07775 928933
wbk@wbknowles.com

Benefice Pastoral Care:
Nick Carter (472861)

Anna Chaplain:
Nicky Smallwood (07765 058593)

 Simon Marshall
Tel:  07734 214419
sm517@icloud.com

Church Wardens:

 • (Time TBC) FROYLE  ADVENT VIGIL
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Froyle Remembers
Sunday 8th November 2020, 10.45 am

Froyle Village Recreational Ground

Current restrictions have meant Froyle Church and the Parish Council have
rethought how best to commemorate this year’s Act of Remembrance.  We
propose a short service at the Recreational Ground starting at 10.45 am.

Please come suitably dressed for this outdoor ceremony and ready for a prompt start.
We will follow current guidelines, (at time of print) families/bubbles of no more than 6
will be guided to stand appropriately distanced.   There are 37 brave souls to remember,
we plan to place a cross for every person and would be delighted if village children and
adults would consider stepping forward to undertake this roll.  Make your self-known
to one of the stewards on the day.
Alternatively you will be able to attend the Benefice Remembrance Service at the
BenBinFro Churches YouTube channel, starting at 10.30 o’clock; it will include the
Froyle Roll Call.
Please mark the date and timings in your diary.  The wreath will be placed at the
Memorial after the service.

ST. MARY’S CHURCH CHRISTMAS FAIR
This year, coming through your letterbox with this magazine and in place of  our
usual Fair in the church, is a fantastic catalogue of  local gifts and produce including
the ever-popular Raffle with four fabulous hampers as prizes.  So, sit back and shop
from home while supporting St Mary's.  All purchases will be delivered within a 5
mile radius.

If  you're interested in being a stallholder at next year's Fair, when we hope to be back
in the church, or taking part in some other way, please let us know.

Caroline Findlay 22019
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Forthcoming Services in Froyle

Although the continuing Covid-related restrictions will curtail our major services in the
run up to Christmas, we shall look for ways to do what we can.  As announced elsewhere,
we are hoping to hold a short Remembrance Service in Froyle on the recreation
ground, weather and government restrictions permitting.  Our normal ‘live’ Advent
Service will not be possible;  we are instead discussing whether we can record such a
service in the church using the choir and readers, for broadcast at some point during
Advent - this won’t be easy, so no promises at this stage.... You will see that we are in
any event expecting to hold an Advent Vigil in the church on 29th November,
which is the first Sunday in Advent (and also the first day in the new Church year).
Details on all this will follow in due course on the church website (www.benbinfro.co.uk)
and email.  Arrangements over Christmas itself will be included in the next magazine.

Other Church News

You will also know by the time you read this that there will be a largely venue-free Froyle
Church Christmas Fair this year, thanks to the tenacity and energy of our fundraising
group led by Nigel Bulpitt – so good not to let ourselves be completely defeated by all
the necessary restrictions on our activities!

Many thanks also to all who participated in the Annual Church Meetings on 22nd

October.  At those meetings, I am delighted to say, Simon Marshall was elected as a
second churchwarden.  We also elected three new members of the Parish Church Council
(PCC), namely Amanda Maher, Vanessa Remington and Charlie Zorab.  Jane Harrap
stood down after having provided several years of wise advice and support - she will
continue to be involved in various aspects of the Church’s activities in Froyle.  The full
PCC now comprises: Yann Dubreuil (chair), Christopher Ogilvie Thompson, Simon
and me as churchwardens, Nigel Bulpitt (treasurer), Jonathan Pickering (secretary), Jane
Macnabb, Sarah Roberts, Nigel Southern, Mike Starbuck, Amanda, Vanessa, Charlie,
and Nigel Hughes (who is our parish’s representative (along with me) on the Alton
Deanery Synod).

In terms of the church building itself, we have now installed in the church a large number
of additional and rather sophisticated measuring devices, since we need to get a better
picture (over the full range of changing seasons) of the way in which the tower is moving
against the nave of the building before we can have any certainty as to the cause.  In the
meantime, the PCC has decided to continue with the refurbishment of the vestry.  The
delays have meant that we have lost our ‘slot’ with the contractor, but we hope to
implement the second and final stage of this work in January.

William Knowles



27

Walmar Upright Piano TO GIVE AWAY

Very Good Condition

Used for Grade 8 Piano Student

Looking for a new home

Call Aidan to view

07846 904 194

FROYLE SMALL ADS

Don’t forget - Small ads are to all Froyle residents (one per month)
So why not advertise items you no longer need, or are looking for, right here?

or indeed services you can offer or are trying to find?
Just email your text - and a photo if you have one - to magazine@froyle.com
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Tucked away in the heart of Hampshire’s rolling green, we’re a true
country pub at heart. Our bar is stocked with great national and local

ales, superb wines from around the world and our menus are
brimming with the finest ingredients.

Tel: 01420 23261 info@anchorinnatlowerfroyle.co.uk

www.anchorinnatlowerfroyle.co.uk
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REFLEXOLOGY
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

With Sarah IIHHT VTCT Qualified
Mobile Therapist for Women

HEALTH & WELLBEING FROM THE FEET UP

Do you suffer from...

STRESS & DEPRESSION ~ LOW ENERGY ~ HEADACHES & MIGRAINES ~ HORMONAL
IMBALANCES ~ INFERTILITY ~ SLEEP DISORDERS ~ ARTHRITIS ~ SINUS PROBLEMS

~ DIGESTIVE DISORDERS ~ HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE ~ BACK & NECK PAIN
If so, Reflexology could help you...

THIS DEEPLY RELAXING NATURAL THERAPY HELPS TO BALANCE THE
BODY‛S SYSTEM AND ORGANS AND HAS MANY ONGOING BENEFITS

To find out more and enjoy this wonderful treatment contact Sarah on ….
Telephone: 01420 587899 or 07979 608016
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234774

AB Plumbing & Heating Services
“Providing Plumbing & Heating solutions for

the local community”
Mr A Barry 4 Holmwood Cottages Bentley GU10 5NF

   Office 01420 525354    Mobile 077650 74638
Email infoabplumbing@aol.com

“7 DAYS A WEEK”
All aspects of Plumbing & Heating undertaken

Why not follow us on Twitter.com @ABPlumbingGU10 for our latest
updates
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Paul Pascall
Painter and Decorator

Estimates and References Available
01252 328965 Evenings
07803 723530 Daytime
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Pip Lacey FOOTHEALTH
Routine footcare in the comfort of your own home. Nail

cutting & filing, corn and callus removal, fungal nail
infection, ingrowing toenails, verrucae treatment and

diabetic footchecks.

Pip is a registered nurse (BSc Hons) and Foot Health
Practitioner.

Home visits

Please contact Pip - 07900 927 856
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BENTLEY VILLAGE SURGERY

Dr Melanie Way, Dr Abigail Evers, Dr Iona Moore,

Dr Natalie Smith, Dr James Roffey

The surgery is open from 8.00am – 6.30pm, Monday to Friday.

The dispensary is open from 8.30am – 2.30pm, Monday to Friday.

When the surgery is closed please call 111

To register for Online appointment booking and repeat prescriptions, please
ask at Reception.

Tel: 01420 22106 www.bentleysurgery.org.uk

November Bin Collections
Monday 2nd Rubbish & Garden

Monday 9th Recycling & Glass

Monday 16th Rubbish & Garden

Monday 23rd Recycling

Monday 30th Rubbish & Garden




