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PARISH NEWS & VIEWS
Parish Clerk - Philippa Cullen Stephenson

Crabtree Gate, Well Lane, Lower Froyle Tel: 01420 520102
Email: froyleparishclerk@yahoo.co.uk Web: www.froyleparishcouncil.org.uk

Report from Froyle Parish Council
Froyle Parish Council (FPC) met on the 9th of September 2019.

1. Apologies were received from Cllr Anfield and District Cllr Costigan.  Sadly we
were notified that Cllr Anfield is standing down from the Council due to his work
commitments.  We thank him for his years’ service and wish him well.  Our Parish
Clerk, Philippa Cullen Stephenson, is also retiring on 30th September after 16 years
in post and was presented with a framed picture of two beautiful vistas of the
village together with some Garden Centre vouchers with our grateful thanks.
Philippa has completed great service to the Council and will be missed.  Interviews
are underway for her replacement.

2. As we are approaching November and Remembrance Sunday, it was agreed to
replace our 4 ‘Tommy’ Silhouettes in the same positions as last year.  It is intended
that this work happens around the last weekend in October.  We have now
completed out work to restore the War Memorial by replacing the old cracked
concrete surround with a new gravel surround.  Please do go and have a look, it’s
looking very smart. The Council are grateful to Ian Deans, Ian Macnabb, Nigel
Southern, Mark Carr and Royston Annible who did all of the hard work.  We have
been discussing replacing what appears to be a somewhat random lump of concrete
that sits on the War Memorial base to hold the Wreath but it has been suggested
that this may be something more significant, possibly even something brought
back from the War.  If anyone has any knowledge of the origin of the post we
would be very grateful to hear it.

3. A working group continues to progress renewal of the Sports Hut.  We are putting
together detailed costings for its demolition and replacement which is exciting
news for us all. We have also agreed to repair and smarten up the basketball pitch.

4. It was agreed to seek meeting with Cllr. Costigan (EHDC) to discuss various
outstanding issues including the poor state of the newly constructed path to The
Hen & Chicken and BP Garage Shop, down Rybridge Lane on the field west of
the Linden Development.   Cllrs. Heyhurst and Anfield have been involved in this
and Cllr Heyhurst has met with EHDC Planning Officer Jon Holmes, on-site, as
the path appears to be unfinished.  NJG do not agree with our assessment so
unfortunately it seems we will have to continue to fight to get a path that is suitable
for year round use.  We will also raise the flagrant breach of planning conditions
which resulted in an excessively wide part of the listed wall at Froyle House being
demolished.  Whilst this is now being reinstated it is far from clear that the work
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will be done to an adequate standard if the history of development on this site is
anything to go by.  We will also want to understand Cllr Costigan's view on the
frightening proposal to possibly construct an Energy Recovery Facility on the
current Veolia Waste Recovery Facility as well as the proposed large scale
development at Northbrook Park.  Given the possible impact of both of this
proposals we will continue to seek to work with neighbouring Parish Councils to
share learning and pool resources where appropriate.

5. Complaints from Residents continue to be raised regarding the behaviour of
wedding guests at Froyle Park.  Unfortunately it is clear that there is inadequate
supervision of guests particularly once they have left Froyle Park.  We have raised
this point several times at our meetings with Froyle Park management but
unfortunately so far they have not taken any action to provide additional
supervision of events.  Problems continue to include noise, the flight path of
drones, trespassing onto private property, litter in the Treloar Memorial Garden
and parking on the Avenue.  If you are affected, please continue to let the Parish
Council know but importantly also send your complaints to Environmental Health
at EHDC.

6. No members of the public were present at the meeting and the next meeting was
agreed for 14th October 2019 at 7.45pm.

Simon Maher
simon.maher@froyleparishcouncil.org.uk

As most of you know the Barn Pizzeria has recently opened at the Hen & Chicken.
So we thought it would be a good idea to organise a fun competition.

To enter, you merely have to email your ideal topping for a stone-baked Pizza, no
later than 16th October, to magazine@froyle.com
…and don’t forget to NAME it!

The competition will be judged by Kevin and Laura from the Hen &Chicken.
Then, as well as the prize of winning “Pizza for two” at the H&C, the Pizza will be
renamed the “Froyle Pizza” and will be on the menu at the Barn Pizzeria for the whole
of November.

The Great “Froyle Pizza” Topping Competition
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Hiring the Village Hall

The general rule is please leave the hall in the condition you found it, or better, as it
is not always possible to clean the hall between bookings. Please take all your rubbish
with you as there is insufficient bin space for two weeks’ accumulation. If you wish
to use the dishwasher, follow the instructions and remember to rinse the plates first.
Before you leave, check the loos are clean, stack the tables and chairs correctly, make
sure the floor is swept, close and lock all the windows and French doors, draw the
curtains back, turn off the water heater and switch off all the lights. Double lock the
front door. Please return the key to the key safe which is located to the right of the
front door by the down pipe. Do this as soon as the session has ended because the
key may be needed early the next morning.

If you have any comments, suggestions or complaints about the hall other than
bookings please let me know.  Further information about the hall can be found at
www.froylevillagehall.co.uk

Bookings:
Sarah Zorab

01420 520361
www.froylevillagehall.co.uk

News from the Village Hall

The border in front of the Hall has been cleared, top dressed and planted up and is
looking full of potential. – see the photographs following.  It will take a while to bulk
up but will then look splendid.  Thanks are due not only to Mick and Gareth Wells
and team for digging out the old bushes but also particularly to Faith Richards and
Gordon Mitchell for designing, plant-ordering, compost-laying and planting.  The
Village Hall Committee is extremely grateful to them for their hard work and has even
splashed out on a new hose to make watering easier.

Our grateful thanks are also due to the Fete Committee for its donation of £2,000,
£1,000 of which we agreed to use to fund the garden makeover, and then reflect on
how best to spend the rest.

There has been some discussion about a new colour scheme for the Hall.  However
at the recent meeting the Committee voted unanimously to continue as we are.  Over
the next few weeks the windows will be repaired and re-stained.  At the same time the
rot in the beams over the front door will be sorted out.



6

Don’t forget we are holding another Film Night on Friday 4th October and will be
showing ‘Hidden Figures’ which received extremely good reviews when it came
out in 2016.  It tells the story of a team of female African-American mathematicians
who played a vital role in NASA during the early years of the U.S. space program.
Doors open at 7pm and the ticket (£8) entitles you to a hot dog and an ice cream.
(We had been planning to show a film for the young and the young at heart earlier
that same day but for various reasons we decided to shelve the idea for the time being).

The following night, Saturday 5th October, is the Great Froyle Quiz and we hope
to see the hall packed. It’s usually a brilliant evening. See page 8 for more information.

The Village Hall operates an email list which we use to let people know what’s going
on locally.  We make the list available to the Parish Council.  If you would like to join
please email the Chairman on DARinfroyle@aol.com.  We won’t overload you with
messages and you can unsubscribe at any time if you don’t find it useful.  However
with plans to build a new village at Northbrook Park and a huge incinerator on the
Recycling Centre site not to mention the redevelopment (eventually) of the football
hut, it’s quite important to stay in touch.

Autumn draws on – ho ho - and Bonfire Night on Tuesday 5th November is
approaching. As usual, there will be lots to eat and drink, a magnificent bonfire and
splendid fireworks.  Admission is free but there will be a bucket collection to help
fund next year's party.

Contributions to the bonfire are welcome but please only from Monday 7th

October.  Please ensure that pallets, wood and brush/garden waste are kept separate
and piled as neatly as possible on the Rec between the gate and the playground.  We
shall install a combination lock for the Rec gate as last year and the code will be
available from Committee officers, David Robertson 520820, Nick Whines 23130 and
Charlie Findlay 22109.  Please lock the gate when you leave. BUT PLEASE DO
NOT BRING PLASTIC OR METAL OR ANYTHING WHICH WILL NOT
BURN AND WHICH HAS TO BE TAKEN TO THE TIP.

And if you are free, do come and HELP BUILD THE BONFIRE on Sunday 3th
November at 9.30 am.  It usually takes no more than a couple of hours.  Wear gloves
and boots with thick soles to protect you from splinters and nails and don't try to carry
too much.  Safety first!

Bonfire Night recalls an attempt to blow up Parliament and in that spirit we would
welcome effigies of your favourite/ least favourite politician to take pride of place on
the bonfire. Or perhaps not!

Nick Whines, Hon Sec Froyle Village Hall (23130)
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The new Village Hall  border starts to take shape...

(Faith Richards and her under-
gardener hard at work...)

(The plants are in, now all they need is
some water.  “Where is that Umbrella Man
when you need him…?”)

Medicine for the Soul
More on audio books

Following my article about audio books at the beginning of this year, I have
had a couple of enquiries about the best way to get them.  You can still get
CDs from the library but audio books need to be downloaded off the
internet.
There are two sorts of websites, ones from which you can get audio books
for free – good for literary classics - and ones you pay for.
For free audio books websites, check out:
https://bookriot.com/2016/09/15/11-websites-find-free-audiobooks-
online/
For a list of the five best pay websites for audio books see:
https://www.techradar.com/uk/best/the-best-audio-book-sites
You typically pay a monthly subscription of £7.99 for one book per month;
I personally use Audible, (which comes with my Amazon Prime subscription)
and has apparently the best selection.
Hope that helps…!
PS  A couple of recommendations of audio books:
“The Honorary Consul” by Graham Greene, read by Tim Pigott-Smith;
“This is going to Hurt (Secret Diaries of a Junior Doctor)” by Adam Kay,
read by the author.

David Robertson (520820)
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The Great Froyle Quiz Night
Its 15th Outing will be on
Saturday October 12th

7.00 pm for 7.30 start.
Table maximum of  6 players

£10 per person (this includes supper)
Cash bar and raffle

To book your table please contact
June Trim 01420 23336
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HARVEST SOUP LUNCH
Wednesday, 2nd October at 12.30

in the Village Hall

Thank you to all who supported a very successful Harvest Supper and thanks to those
who brought flowers, fruit and vegetables and  helped to decorate the church on
Saturday.  The next date for your diary is the Harvest Soup Lunch on Wednesday
2nd October at 12.30 in the Village Hall when we shall be serving soup and fruit
crumbles made from Harvest Festival Produce.   Donations in aid of charity.

Gill Bradley 520484

Froyle Charity Golf Day
Blackmoor Golf Club

12 pm on Monday, 7th October
The day comprises lunch followed by 18 holes of competitive golf;  teams of three,
full handicap Stableford plus prizes for nearest the pin, longest drive and the highest
individual score.  As always anyone wishing to donate a prize would be most welcome.
If you are interested, then contact Ian Whitmore on 22634 or at
ian.whitmore1@gmail.com

Armistice Lunch

The Anchor Inn, Monday, November 11th 2020
For the last 12 years, the Anchor with the assistance of a number of Froyle residents,
has hosted an Armistice Day Lunch for Service Veterans.  Initially the majority of those
attending were WW2 veterans but, over the years, their number have significantly
reduced, but veterans from other conflicts have continued to attend in numbers.

Hampshire British Legion continues to support the event and organise the invites to
veterans and some current serving soldiers.  In the last couple of years, The Anchor
has been keen to identify veterans from Froyle and this year they are again keen
to invite anyone in the village who has served in the military.  So if you qualify
and would like to attend, please contact Ian Whitmore at ian.whitmore1@gmail.com

St Mary’s Christmas Fair
to be held on Saturday, 23rd November

St Mary's Church, Upper Froyle
11.00am - 2.00pm

Join us for coffee, tea or a lovely soup .
Excellent selection of stalls for your Christmas Gifts.

Further details to follow in the next magazine.
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The Meeting Place
The Meeting Place continues in the Village Hall every Friday
morning from 10.00 am until 12 noon.  Everyone is welcome
to join us for homemade cake, coffee, tea and good
conversation.  We sell the local paper and postage stamps
and often have local produce for sale.  We collect used
stamps for charity.  There is also a selection of books to
borrow.

4th Sue Carr Maureen Fry Janet Dobson Helen MacDonald

11th Ann Nethaway Jenny Gove Jane Stewart-Smith Sally Turvill

18th Gill Bradley Elizabeth Sealey Jill MacKenzie Jo Mills

25th Harriet Wharfe Susie Robertson Chris Muddeman Corinna Whines

Cake Bakers for October

Kitchen Helpers for October

4th Sheila Cottington Gillian Pickering

11th Kay Pogson Philippa Cullen Stephenson

18th  Jill MacKenzie Linda Hagan White

25th Chris Muddeman Nigel Southern

Please arrange swaps amongst yourselves, but do let us know if there are any problems.
With the later start time there is no need to be at the Hall before 10.15am.

Gill Bradley (520484) gahbradley@gmail.com
Susie Robertson (520820) sjrinfroyle@gmail.com

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO BAKE .  IF YOU COULD
ALSO TELL US WHAT CAKE YOU ARE PLANNING TO BAKE, IT WOULD
BE MUCH APPRECIATED!

N.B. The RNLI will have their usual annual sales table on Friday 4th October,
selling Christmas cards and small gifts.

“Helpers and Cake Makers” for 2020
A big THANK YOU to all the ladies and gentlemen who have given, and continue to
give, generously of their time helping in the kitchen on Friday mornings, and baking
those wonderfully naughty but delicious cakes.
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We are already thinking about next year and the rosters for our lovely volunteers. If
your name is on the ‘helpers’ or ‘bakers’ lists,  and you are happy to continue, you need
do nothing, and you will receive your roster as usual at the beginning of December.
But if you're not a volunteer yet and you feel that you would like to join us, we would
really love to hear from you.

Helping in the kitchen is good fun and is just a couple of hours 2 or 3 times a year.
Also, the popularity of the Meeting Place means we can never have too many cakes.
So an extra BIG call-out to all you Bake-Off fans out there.  We would love your cakes,
cookies, tray bakes, cup cakes etc....Let your imagination fly.  If you are new to the
village (or not), you would be a very welcome member of the team.  If you have any
questions, please contact me.

And, finally, even if you can’t be a helper or baker, then, please do just come along…….
chat, laugh and have fun.  This is a wonderful part of our village life, a way to exchange
news and information but mainly to enjoy good company.

Lori Taylor
lorijtaylor@hotmail.co 01420 22148 (only available till 12th Oct)
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October News from The Froyle Archive

“Her birth occurred two months after our only brother died. One can imagine the
hope that the new baby would be a boy, to replace, in some measure, the little lad
of seven years, who died the previous February.  The baby arrived at Sylvester’s
Farm, Lower Froyle, on April 20th 1906, a girl who was christened 'Ena'.  Why 'Ena'?
Rumour has it that Mr Westbrook was sent to Alton to register the birth of EVA,
and got it wrong!!
The Westbrook name occurs in the Froyle Church Registers in the 16th Century,
and they were always farmers and later hop growers: hence the great desire for a
boy.  Ena was the youngest child in a family of four daughters.
With her sisters, she attended Froyle Village School; at the age of 12 she cycled with
sister Grace to Eggars Grammar School in Alton.   The distance from our home to
the Grammar School was four miles, and the road through the village was rough
and stony.  These two young girls cycled in all weather, wet or dry.  Two or three
other Froyle children also cycled with them.  Ena found the academic side of life at
the school most interesting and she enjoyed every minute of it and certainly did her
best in work and play, particularly netball.
There was one event which stood out in her mind.  She should have received a
message from mother to call at the veterinary surgeon’s house in Alton for a “drink”
for a sick cow.  Not having received the message she arrived home without it and
was promptly told to re-cycle the way she had come and collect the said medicine.
It was getting dark but without any hesitation, she turned round and cycled, quite
alone, back again, lighting her cycle lamp in the Beeches (local people will know that
spot).  I trust she saved the cow!  This would be about 1920 and so began her
initiation into the farm.  No doubt previously she would have helped to feed the
chickens, ducks, turkeys, etc.
It was taken for granted that she
remained at home with mother and
father to help in any capacity at the
farm, indoor or outdoors, as
required.  She spent many hours with
the poultry and watching mother
make butter and kill and prepare
poultry for the oven for various
customers.  Father died in 1936 at
Rock House Farm, Lower Froyle,
but fortunately he bought Ena a car
in 1934 and she learnt to drive.  Father never did, he preferred to drive a horse in

Ena Westbrook, My Farmer Sister
(written in 1982 by Lilian Smither, eldest daughter of the Westbrook family)
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the trap and wagonette, with the entire family, going to market or visiting relations
and friends.  How slow the pace was in those days!
One day, during the war, Auntie Ena called in to see us in Alton after her usual trip
to market.  We were chatting with friends about the bombs which had dropped
nearby in the night.  ‘Well, I can’t stand here talking’ Auntie said, ‘I’ve got a load of
logs to move’, and off she went.  A friend of ours remarked ‘Hitler doesn’t stand a
chance - not while there are people about like your Aunt!’
Mother continued to farm with Ena’s help after Father’s death and built the house
“Sylrock” where Ena and her sister Grace lived.  Because we were all girls we did
not inherit the Westbrook property after Father’s death.  Grandfather’s will directed
this and “Rock House Farm” passed to our male cousin.
Ena loved the outdoor life and continued to farm after Mother’s death in 1943, with
the same carter and cowman.  She organised the hay making and harvesting in due
season year after year; turning the hay with a two pronged long handle fork and
putting the corn in stooks.  She worked long hours, all the hours of daylight.
Farming was her first love, but she was also very interested in the two churches in
the village; St Joseph’s, which stood on the corner of Well Lane and St Mary’s in
Upper Froyle.
She made butter, reared poultry, killed and plucked them just like Mother did in her
day.  When the cowman became too old to milk the cows, she did this job also, by
hand of course, no milking machines for Ena.  The next thing she tackled was the
tractor, as shown in the photograph.  Now at the age of 76, she rears poultry and
looks after other people’s horses when necessary, in the meadow adjoining the
house. So the baby girl, who should have been a baby boy was certainly the next
best thing!”

Ena passed away in 1980.

Chris & Annette Booth (22364)
www.froyle.com

U3A Alton

The Monthly Meeting for October will introduce the intriguing subject of
Smuggling. Malcolm Nelson has worked for HM Customs for 40 years, mostly at
Heathrow Airport. His talk is  entitled “Smuggling Part II”, held as usual in the
Community Centre on October 18th at 2.00pm. A charge of £1.00 will give you a
cup of tea following the talk. Further information can be found on the U3A web site.
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Bentley CE Primary School - Recycyling Initiatives
Last year in school Bentley pupils were set eco-challenges inspired by the organisation
WWF (World Wildlife Fund).  Two passionate eco-warriors and staff members, Mrs
Krempel and Madame Jones, promoted these challenges in school.

Their discussions with the children inspired two of our pupils, Olivia and Sophia, to
request their special responsibility for Year 6 to be as our Eco Leaders. They are
spearheading a renewed resolve in school to be more mindful of our beautiful planet,
and to all do our part to sustain it.

“We want to make the world a better place for people and animals,” said Olivia, “so
we all need to use less plastic.”

Through a number of initiatives at school we are making everyone aware of the small
things we can do to make a big difference.  We are collecting clean crisp packets at
lunchtimes and sending them off to be recycled, we ensure lights are turned off in
classrooms if they are not being used we even collected all the plastic ‘glasses’ from
our recent PTFA event to be washed and reused.

With support from our catering staff we have three ‘special’ bins in the dining hall. A
‘non-recyclable plastic’ bin, a ‘recyclable plastic’ bin and an ‘all other recyclable
materials’ bin. The children have been actively seeking out which bin their rubbish
should go in. Whether that’s been a cheese-string wrapper, a cereal bar wrapper or the
ice cream pot or plastic drink carton & straw from their school meal, it’s been great
for them to have a visual to the amount of plastic we use briefly before then throwing
it away.

Did you know we collect:

used batteries; old or unwanted coins or bank notes; clean, plastic milk bottle
tops; UK and foreign stamps;  and used printer cartridges.

In addition, we have a clothing bank at school which accepts clean and bagged
clothing;  towels;  sheets;  blankets;  curtains;  and shoes.

We are keen to involve the whole community in our recycling efforts and invite
everybody with any of these items to drop them into school.

Not only will you be doing your part to reduce your carbon footprint, you’ll also be
helping our school as all of these recycling projects give funds back to the school in
return.

As Sophia says, “We should keep trying to make a difference – it all helps our planet.”

The Admin Team,

Bentley Church of England Primary School, 01420 525010



15

AGM and talk ‘Ancient and Heritage Trees,
Friday 18th October, Froyle Village Hall.

Join us for our brief AGM at 7pm, then a talk by Jon Stokes from
the Tree Council to tell us about our wonderful aged trees.  Many

will remember Jon who gave an entertaining and knowledgeable talk on Wildlife and
Hedgerows 2 years ago.  Find out why they are important for biodiversity and have
also been natural landmarks for centuries.  Local trees mentioned in the Woodland
Trust’s inventory include the Yew in Bentley churchyard, girth 3.97m and the Neatham
Manor Oak, girth 9.08m.  All are welcome and refreshments will be available during
the evening.

There will also be a display showing some of the flora and fauna seen in Froyle and a
pictorial review of this year’s events.  The talk will start at 7.30pm and doors open
from 6:30pm, entrance free for members, £3 non members.  For more information
see http://froylewildlife.co.uk/news/.

Our nearest SSSI is Bentley Station Meadow and Butterfly Conservation organise
winter work parties there as part of habitat management.  Meet once a month from
October to March, starting 10am on Wednesdays 16th Oct, 6th Nov, 4th Dec 2019.
Come and get involved with hands on nature conservation, see www.hantsiow-
butterflies.org.uk/workparties.php.
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Last chance to send in your entries for the Froyle Wildlife photo competition, it is
open to all, entries by 30th September to info@froylewildlife.co.uk.  Photographs must
have been taken within the parish of Froyle and could include whatever you enjoy
about local nature.  See froylewildlife.co.uk/froyle-wildlife-photo-competition-2019/.

Barry Clark

A few Froyle sightings -In the spring  and
(Solitary mining bees) were reported in a number of locations in Froyle by
walkers in the area.  A cuckoo bumblebee  and Elephant
Hawk-moth caterpillar were photographed in Lower Froyle gardens and a
Scarlet Tiger moth in an Upper Froyle garden.  Also reported were Slow-worms,
Weasel, Hummingbird hawk-moth and Barn Owl.
A Great Crested Newt was found in a garden small pond in Lower Froyle, the first
record located in LF as far as we know.  Bee Orchids and Common Broomrape were
reported growing on lawns in LF.  Finally a Toadflax Brocade moth caterpillar was
photographed on Purple Toadflax in a LF garden - a Red Data Book species!

Wildlife Pond area 2019: The species list continues to increase with Painted Lady and
Small Heath noted this year making a total of 24 butterfly species.  Migrant Hawkers
brought the dragonfly total up to 15 and two moth nights provided and extra 35 moth
species.  The striking day flying moths - Mother Shipton, Scarlet Tiger and Humming
Bird Hawk-moth were great to see and together with a few others brought the moth
total seen at the pond area to just over 100 species.  We still have many hoverflies
beetles, bugs and other photographs to go through and identify.....watch this space!

Sue Clark
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Froyle Gardening Club –
report for magazine October 2019

This year’s Autumn Show on 7th September was a
good one with more entries in the flower, fruit and
vegetables sections than in July, thanks no doubt
to some heavy rains in between. But where were
all the cooks that competed in July?

A thank you to everyone who contributed towards the variety of plants and produce
on our sales stall and to all those willing helpers who always come forward and get
everything quickly cleared away at the end of the show.

Our programme of Friday evening meetings during the winter months starts again on
11th October at 7.30pm when Peter Herring will be speaking on the History of
Winkworth Arboretum.  Non-members welcome - £2.

The flower arrangers continue to meet in the village hall on the 3rd Wednesday
of the month with a small group at 10.30 am and another at 7.30 pm. If you are
interested feel free to drop in to see what we do, on 16th October or 20th

November.
For further information  please contact me

Anne Blunt (22262)

Froyle 100 Club September Winners
1st –  Marge Heyhurst  2nd –  Shirley Bellis
3rd –  Caroline Bush   4th –  Linda Bulpitt

Congratulations to all the winners!
William Knowles 07775 928933

wbk@wbknowles.com
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Froyle Rainfall for August 2019
This year 41.5 mm 1.6 ins
Last year 50.5 mm 2 ins
Wettest August (2001) 134 mm 5.3 ins
Driest August (1995) 3.5 mm 0.1 ins
Long-term average for August, the 5th wettest
month 61.9 mm 2.4 ins

Total rainfall for the year so far 401.5 mm 15.8 ins
Long-term average for the year so far 469.6 mm 18.6 ins

“The Umbrella Man”

As can be seen from the chart, Q3
has started off very low and indications are
that it could be as much as a third below
the average of around 170mm. But as I
said last month, almost invariably an
average second quarter leads to at least
an average second half, which would
imply 300mm plus in Q4 vs the average
of around 250mm. So suggest we all make
the most of this autumn sunshine…
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“Poppies”
by Jane Weir

Please give generously to the Poppy Appeal
Jamie Stewart-Smith

Three days before Armistice Sunday
and poppies had already been placed
on individual war graves. Before you left,
I pinned one onto your lapel, crimped petals,
spasms of paper red, disrupting a blockade
of yellow bias binding around your blazer.

Sellotape bandaged around my hand,
I rounded up as many white cat hairs
as I could, smoothed down your shirt's
upturned collar, steeled the softening
of my face. I wanted to graze my nose
across the tip of your nose, play at
being Eskimos like we did when
you were little. I resisted the impulse
to run my fingers through the gelled
blackthorns of your hair. All my words
flattened, rolled, turned into felt,
slowly melting. I was brave, as I walked
with you, to the front door, threw
it open, the world overflowing
like a treasure chest. A split second
and you were away, intoxicated.
After you'd gone I went into your bedroom,
released a song bird from its cage.
Later a single dove flew from the pear tree,
and this is where it has led me,
skirting the church yard walls, my stomach busy
making tucks, darts, pleats, hat-less, without
a winter coat or reinforcements of scarf, gloves.

On reaching the top of the hill I traced
the inscriptions on the war memorial,
leaned against it like a wishbone.
The dove pulled freely against the sky,
an ornamental stitch. I listened, hoping to hear
your playground voice catching on the wind.
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ST MARY’S CHURCH NOTES
Vicar: The Reverend Yann Dubreuil Tel: 07777 684 533 yann@benbinfro.org

Administrator: Tel 01420 23339  e-mail admin@benbinfro.org

Churchwarden:
Mr. William Knowles
Park Edge
Upper Froyle
Tel: 01420 23164
wbk@wbknowles.com

Benefice Pastoral Care:
Nick Carter (472861)

Anna Chaplain:
Nicky Smallwood

07765 058593
annachaplain@benbinfro.co.uk

OCTOBER SERVICES

Sunday 6th
8.00 am Froyle Holy Communion
9.30 am Binsted Holy Communion
5.00 pm Bentley Live@5 with food served at 4.30 pm

Sunday 13th

9.30 am Bentley Harvest Service with Children’s Church
11.00 am Froyle Holy Communion
3.30 pm Binsted Messy Church at Binsted School

Sunday 20th

9.30 am Binsted Harvest Service and Hog Roast
11.00 am Froyle Holy Communion
5.00 pm Bentley Live@5 with food served at 4.30 pm
6.00 pm Froyle Remembrance Concert

Sunday 27th

8.00 am Binsted Holy Communion
9.30 am Bentley Holy Communion with Children’s Service
6.30 pm Froyle Evensong



21

Dear all,

We’ve been talking a lot about communication recently in the BenBinFro office.  Yes,
that grand word communication and what it means.  It used to mean yakking on the
phone to colleagues or sending a letter….who on earth does that, nowadays?  In fact
these days we use far more methods of communicating than we ever did.  With the
development of the internet, not only are we sending instant messages in the form of
emails, we’re also using Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, Snapchat and What’s App.  And
we think we’ve kept everyone up to date with progress on our businesses, our personal
lives and our opinions, but as so much of this is instantaneous and sometimes
impetuous, it is not always as well considered as a good old-fashioned letter might be.

   So within BenBinFro we are always reviewing how we can coordinate the messages
we wish to communicate to our parishioners and the wider community.  We are trying
to make sure our website is always up to date, not only with basic information about
services, but with details of policies, events and developments.  This magazine is still
a very important means of reaching everyone as well, particularly those who are not
internet users, but with space in this publication at a premium, we obviously can’t
publish everything we are doing.

  Our churches are also sources of information.  As well as being hospitable and
welcoming at all times (at least that’s what we do our best to achieve!), all our Sunday
services end with refreshments and a chance for everyone to mingle and catch up on
news.  Binsted is famous for its lemon drizzle cake, Bentley for its brownies, and Froyle
for its glorious combo of sherry and cheese straws!  But sometimes, we just have to
get everyone together and have a good old conversation about all that is happening in
a more structured manner.  To this end, we are having a formal public meeting in
Binsted at the Wickham Institute at 7.30pm on Friday 25th October to continue
our discussions on how we can ensure Holy Cross Church meets the needs of its
congregations and the community now and in the future.

   We all love our beautiful building set within the most wonderful countryside and
some people believe that it is perfect as it is, while others think improving its facilities
will encourage greater use by all parishioners and ensure it is fit for the future.  The
backdrop is depressing - the Church of England saw a decline of 15% in adults and
24% in children attending church on Sundays between 2007 and 2017.  We are blessed
to be bucking that trend in Bentley, Binsted and Froyle, but we must actively resist
complacency and ensure our legacy to future generations is a thriving, healthy, relevant
church.  By sharing all our views openly, we will be able to better understand the best
way forward.  After all, God’s presence resides not just in its buildings made of stone,
bricks and mortar, but even more so in the people themselves - as you know, I’m
always boring everyone on this point, when the Bible refers to church, it is only ever
referring to people rather than buildings.  So whatever our plans and strategies, ensuring
that the Fellowship of the Church grows and thrives is the answer to the future survival
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Church Notes
Harvest Thanksgiving:
I’m sure all who attended will agree we had a wonderful Harvest Supper and a great
Harvest Thanksgiving service in church – a huge thanks to all involved in organising
and preparing the Harvest Supper and in decorating the church so magnificently for
the service. As is no doubt mentioned elsewhere in this fine publication, the produce
used to decorate the church will be turned into a soup and crumble lunch which
will be served to all who come along at the Village Hall on Wednesday 2nd

October from 12.30pm, so don’t miss it!

Modernisation of church facilities:
Many thanks also to all those who came to hear about the plans for modernising the
church facilities.  If anyone, whether you came to that meeting or not, wants any more
information or has any concerns about what we are planning to do, do talk to someone
involved – there are of course a number of us, but probably best to contact either
Nigel Southern or me in the first place.  There will be an update on developments in
the November magazine.

Evensong:
Please note that Evensong will continue to start at 6:30 pm throughout the winter,
rather than at the earlier time we moved it to last winter.

William Knowles
Mobile: 07775 928933

Put our church in the frame!
Top prize of £5,000 and £1,500 Regional winners’ prize

Our church insurance company is running a photo competition. For the chance to win
up to £5,000, all you have to do is send a single photograph showing what you think
makes our church special, before Thursday 31st October 2019. Get your camera or
smartphone out and get snapping! Full details from www.ecclesiastical.com/parishpixels

of the Church.  As Jesus prayed: “I pray also for those who will believe in me through
their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in
you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  I
have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— I
in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity.  Then the
world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”
(John 17:20-23)

Blessings,
Yann & The Team
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BENTLEY VILLAGE SURGERY

Dr Melanie Way, Dr Abigail Evers, Dr Iona Moore, Dr Natalie Smith

The surgery is open from 8.00am – 6.30pm, Monday to Friday
and the dispensary from

8.30am – 12.30pm and 4.00pm – 6.30pm, Monday to Friday
(except on Wednesday afternoons when the dispensary is closed)

When the surgery is closed please call 111

To register for Online appointment booking and repeat prescriptions, please
ask at Reception.

Tel: 01420 22106 www.bentleysurgery.org.uk

FROYLE SMALL ADS
Don’t forget - Small ads are to all Froyle residents (one per month)

So why not advertise items you no longer need, right here?

Or indeed services you can offer?

Just email your text - and a photo if you have one - to magazine@froyle.com

FROYLE RESIDENTS’ FACEBOOK GROUP

The Froyle Residents’ Facebook Group continues to grow and is a useful
resource for community discussion, photography, walks, meetings and other
events in our area.
We would like to extend a welcome to all residents within Upper Froyle and
Lower Froyle to join and participate in this growing online group. To become
a member, please search Facebook for “Froyle Residents” and select the button
to Join the Group.
We look forward to hearing from you and welcoming you to the group.

Simon Watmore (2 Burnham Square)
simon@watmore.com
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Find out how your home can be more energy efficient – save energy, save money,
reduce your carbon emissions. A great opportunity to talk to home energy suppliers
and community groups in the main hall at the Assembly Rooms and see the latest
products. Meet the experts and hear their talks in the small hall – insulation, biomass,
renewable energy technologies including heat pumps, solar and batter storage,
low-energy lighting, staying warm and well, the government’s Renewable Heat
Incentive and more.
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Advertising in the Froyle Village Magazine
The rates are as follows:

For Froyle businesses: £3.50 +VAT/month for advertisements of up to half a page.
For non-Froyle businesses: £5 +VAT/month for up to half a page.
For both residents and non-residents: £10 +VAT/month for a full page; or

£5 + VAT for a third of a page on inside covers.

All advertising must be requested and paid for through the Parish Clerk at
 magazine@froyle.com and copied to froyleparishclerk@yahoo.co.uk

We are pleased that local tradesmen and service providers advertise with us, and hope you
support them.  However, we don’t check or endorse them in any way.
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Tucked away in the heart of Hampshire’s rolling green, we’re a true
country pub at heart. Our bar is stocked with great national and local

ales, superb wines from around the world and our menus are brimming
with the finest ingredients.

Tel: 01420 23261              info@anchorinnatlowerfroyle.co.uk

www.anchorinnatlowerfroyle.co.uk

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork from the Farm
Meat Boxes from £59,

Award winning sausages, bacon, pies
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire produce:
Cheese, jams, honey, ice cream etc.

Farm Shop & Cafe

Perfect for BBQ from Our Butcher:
Award winning Sausages 2packs for £8

Premium Beef Burgers 2packs for £6
Tel/Fax 0142022331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

www.millfarmorganic.com

Farm Trails, Walks open all
year around!

Cafe corner now open !
Fresh cakes, tea, coffee..
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Quality Bespoke Joinery

Sliding Sash Windows, Doors, Staircases
Custom Made Furniture

Oak Barns Made to Your Own Design

Unit 2A, Blacknest Industrial Park

Blacknest Road, Alton Tel: 01420 22252
Hants GU34 4PX Email: info@bentleyjoinery.co.uk

REFLEXOLOGY
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

With Sarah IIHHT VTCT Qualified
Mobile Therapist for Women

HEALTH & WELLBEING FROM THE FEET UP

Do you suffer from...

STRESS & DEPRESSION ~ LOW ENERGY ~ HEADACHES & MIGRAINES ~ HORMONAL
IMBALANCES ~ INFERTILITY ~ SLEEP DISORDERS ~ ARTHRITIS ~ SINUS PROBLEMS

~ DIGESTIVE DISORDERS ~ HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE ~ BACK & NECK PAIN
If so, Reflexology could help you...

THIS DEEPLY RELAXING NATURAL THERAPY HELPS TO BALANCE THE
BODY‛S SYSTEM AND ORGANS AND HAS MANY ONGOING BENEFITS

To find out more and enjoy this wonderful treatment contact Sarah on ….
Telephone: 01420 587899 or 07979 608016
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234774

AB Plumbing & Heating Services
“Providing Plumbing & Heating solutions for the local community”
Mr A Barry 4 Holmwood Cottages Bentley GU10 5NF

Office 01420 525354 Mobile 077650 74638
Email infoabplumbing@aol.com

“7 DAYS A WEEK”
All aspects of Plumbing & Heating undertaken
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Paul Pascall
Painter and Decorator

Estimates and References Available
01252 328965 Evenings
07803 723530 Daytime
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Est.1987

Purchaser of all cars

Classic Cars & British Motor Cycles

01252 715973 or 07831 305963

t: 01722 417873 | e: sales@ahs-heating.co.uk

w w w. a h s - h e a t i n g . c o . u k

We offer:

¨ Highly efficient hea�ng solu�ons designed & installed for modern
abodes to large country homes.

¨ Bespoke swimming pool hea�ng solu�ons.
¨ Underfloor hea�ng design, installa�on & overhaul.

All work undertaken to the highest standards of care and diligence.

Established friendly and professional
Heating Services company.

Supporting your oil, gas and LPG appliances.
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Pip Lacey FOOTHEALTH
Routine footcare in the comfort of your own home.  Nail

cutting & filing, corn and callus removal, fungal nail
infection, ingrowing toenails, verrucae treatment and

diabetic footchecks.

Pip is a registered nurse (BSc Hons) and Foot Health
Practitioner.

Home visits

Please contact Pip - 07900 927 856
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Village Events in October 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday





USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Clerk to Parish Council ……………………….Philippa Cullen Stephenson - 520102

www.froyleparishcouncil.org.uk
District Councillor … Tony Costigan - 07770 666896 tony.costigan@easthants.gov.uk

Froyle Village Hall Committee Chairman ……………….David Robertson - 520820
www.froylevillagehall.co.uk/

Froyle Gardening Club …………………………………… Anne Blunt - 22262
Froyle Vestments Group .……………………… . . . . . Sarah Thursfield - 23294

www.froylevestmentsgroup.org.uk/
St. Mary’s Flower Rota ………………………………… Sarah Thursfield - 23294
Froyle Archive ………………………………….. Chris & Annette Booth - 22364

www.froyle.com
The Meeting Place …………………………………… Susie Robertson - 520820
Froyle Wildlife……………………………………………. Barry Clark - 23520

www.froylewildlife.co.uk/
Froyle Village Agent for Age Concern ………………… Madeleine Black - 23371
Bentley, Binsted & Froyle Care Group (transport to medical appointments) …………..- 23440
Alton Safer Neighbourhoods Team ……… . ……………. PCSO 12658 David Nops

Call 101 (999 in an emergency) or email: david.nops@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
Wildlife Crime Officer ………………………………………PC Scott Graham

Scott.graham@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
NHS non-emergency ….…………………………………………………111
The Benefice of  Bentley, Binsted & Froyle………………www.benbinfro.co.uk
Froyle Residents’ Facebook Group …………….………simon@watmore.com

NEXT MONTH’S MAGAZINE DEADLINE
Friday, 18th October 2019

For advertising details, please refer to our rates outlined on page 25. All
booking enquiries should be addressed in the first instance to:

magazine@froyle.com and copied to froyleparishclerk@yahoo.co.uk
All magazine contributions should be submitted by the above deadline to:

magazine@froyle.com
Please remember to check out the magazine online at:

http://www.froyle.com/magazine/magazine.htm


