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Wow what a scorcher we have experienced here in Froyle over the
last few weeks although this may have broken by the time you read
this. Despite the recent rain it is still tinder dry around the village
so please be extremely careful not to start a fire when out
exercising or enjoying the countryside. Please also be mindful
about your water usage – our water supplier SE Water reported
that average daily water usage increased by up to 15% in the first
week in August and supply reduced.
The Parish Council (PC) met on 13th July and draft minutes are available on the PC
website. Cllr Whines submitted his immediate resignation from the Parish Council and
was thanked by the Chair for 15 years of committed service and generous giving of his
time and experience. As a result of this resignation there are now two vacancies on the
Parish Council to be filled. If anyone is interested, please contact the Clerk or any
Councillor for details. If you are unsure about whether being a Parish Councillor is for
you then why not try it until next May 2023 when the whole Parish Council has to
stand down and be re-elected so why not give it a go and, if after experiencing the role,
you decide it is not for you, then you can stand down by not putting your name
forward for re-election.
At its July meeting, Belport introduced Andy Kirby to the PC. Andy has been
appointed by the Froyle Estate as Farm Manager and was previously a tenant farmer
on the Estate for a number of years so knows the area. He will now be in Froyle most
days and should be our first port of call for any issue on the Froyle Estate land. The
Estate will be under direct management of Belport when it is taken ‘in hand’ from
September so we should see some changes from this autumn. There was also a briefing
on the status of the grain dryer and footpath upgrades. Since then a 28 day Temporary
Stop Notice has been issued by EHDC Compliance because the applicant had
progressed work without discharging the pre-commencement condition requiring
submission and approval of a scheme for surface water drainage. There are also
concerns that the buildings will be higher and not adequately screened by the trees as
a result. Ensuring developers comply with the planning approvals granted was a theme
addressed by the leader of EHDC in an article in the Alton Herald recently stating that
compliance is being taken very seriously and the resources in this area are being
strengthened. Any individual can report a compliance issue via the EHDC Planning
Portal.
The PC agreed to employ a tree surgeon to prune a number of trees around the Rec
for safety reasons. Also on the subject of trees a proposal was received from the Tree
Warden on the possible tree species to be planted on the Rec and Jubilee Green in
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Upper Froyle to commemorate the Platinum Jubilee. The 2021/22 accounts have been
signed off by the auditors and are available to view on the PC website.
Work has continued through the summer around the football hut slab to assess whether
it provides adequate foundations for the proposed ‘Froyle Pavilion’ oak framed
structure. The results of this work have confirmed that the foundations are suitable, and
instructions can now be given to progress the work.
Around the village – one new planning application was submitted since the last PC
meeting to merge two properties back to a single dwelling - the PC decided not to
comment on this. A further amendment to an application regarding the use of the field
opposite the Bentley slip has been submitted to Bentley PC who have strongly opposed
this application previously. The PC offered Bentley PC its continued support.
Those residents who have signed up for the ‘notifications’ distribution list will be aware
of the ongoing issues around bin collections in the village due to lack of staff. As a result
EHDC have suspended kerbside bin collections and residents are encouraged to take
their glass to bottle banks for recycling. We are monitoring the levels at the Froyle
bottle bank and getting it emptied as soon as possible if it is full. Please don’t leave glass
outside the bank in bags or boxes where these can be a hazard and potentially a fire risk.
In the coming months EHDC have advised that the Froyle bottle bank will be removed
and not replaced as part of an upgrade programme using larger ‘smart’ containers at a
limited number of sites – more information will be provided on the date of removal
when available. (If you want to be added to the ‘notifications’ distribution list please send your name
and email to the Clerk).
As mentioned in the last edition, a new consultation on the Local Plan has now been
launched by EHDC. Residents are encouraged to investigate how the Local Plan, if
approved, would impact the number of houses to be built in the Alton area. Residents
can read about the proposals and offer comments until Tuesday 20 September at
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-policy-consultation
A number of residents have commented recently about the amount of dog poo on the
Rec and verge of Ryebridge Lane leading up to the Village Hall. This is unwelcome and
antisocial behaviour of a few to the detriment of many. The PC would like to remind
all dog owners that it is their responsibility to clean up and deposit in the bins provided
or face a fixed penalty fine of £100 – there is no such thing as a ‘dog poo fairy’!
The next PC meeting will be held on Monday 12th September at 19.00 in the
Village Hall – the draft agenda will be available on the PC website
www.froyleparishcouncil.org.uk a few days before and all residents are welcome to
attend. Visit the PC website for useful information about the village including details
of events, contact details etc. as well as the Parish Council meetings and Councillors.
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Bookings:
Sarah Zorab
01420 520361
www.froylevillagehall.co.uk

NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE HALL
The times are uncertain. The high spirits of the Jubilee have faded. There is growing
anxiety about the future. The heat waves of recent weeks have borne in upon us the
reality of climate change and global warming. Wild fires burn. Populations are on the
move as some areas of the world become uninhabitable. Inflation, that only older
residents will remember, has returned to haunt us. Energy prices soar and can only fuel
further increases in the cost of living. War and the threat of war rumble ominously.
Everything interacts with everything else. For the time being the government appears
to drift leaderless. Whoever emerges as Prime Minister, the challenges they face are
formidable. There appears to be little consensus on the way forward. Winter is coming.
Meanwhile in Froyle things aren’t yet quite so cataclysmic! It has finally rained after the
hottest driest summer in living memory. The parched grass has begun to recover and
there is a hint of green returning. There is a second flush of flowers on the roses. The
harvest has been gathered in and the stubble remains golden in the sunshine.
Work on refurbishing the terrace on front of the Hall is proceeding well and it will look
great when the job is complete. On occasions, the inevitable noise and dust has caused
problems for hirers of the hall and to them we apologise. In some instances we have
discounted the hire fees. While the terrace is the property and responsibility of the Parish
Council, the Village Hall Committee have offered to contribute to the cost of the work.
Numbers at the Meeting Place have improved markedly in recent weeks. Do please
remember to come along on a Friday morning between 10 and 12. Everyone is welcome.
The cake is good and the company even better.
At the Village Hall there is much to look forward to:
10 September Froyle Gardening Club Autumn Show. As usual there will be lots of
categories to enter and the more people who enter the more fun it is. Further
information on page 11 and at https://www.froylegardeningclub.co.uk/meetings-andevents/autumn-show-schedule-2022
Then later the same day:
10 September also sees the Safari Supper. This is a great opportunity to meet new people
and make new friends. The evening begins at ‘Park Edge’, in Upper Froyle courtesy of
William and Mary Knowles. After a drink and introductions you will receive instructions
on where to go for your first course.
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Your host/hostess having provided a starter will then send you on your way to find your
main course. To end the evening you make your way back to the Village Hall for pudding
and coffee and the chance to recount your evening’s adventures.
Tickets cost £15.00 and are available from David and Susie Robertson (Email
sjrinfroyle.com Tel 520820). We still need more guests and a few more hosts/hostesses
so do please volunteer. See page 3 for more information. Any profit will be used to fund
running the Hall.
7 October Harvest Supper at the Village Hall. Tickets from Gill Bradley (520484) and
Jenny Gove (23697). But not before 23 September. See page 8 for more information.
15 October is Froyle Quiz Night which is always a good night out even if it means
wracking your brains for the right answer which just won’t come quickly enough. We
have a youthful team of organisers this year so the questions may be more than usually
challenging. Teams of six are needed. See page 7 for more information.
5 November Froyle Bonfire Night Party. As usual entrance is free and there will be
plenty to eat and drink at very reasonable prices. And of course a spectacular firework
display. Because of issues with our insurance we are unable to have the usual bonfire
and as a result we will not be collecting bonfire material as in previous years. Alternative
attractions are being planned. There will be a bucket collection to fund next year’s event.
The aim is to break even rather than make a profit.
Looking further into the future, it’s good to hear that plans are afoot for the return of
one of Froyle’s great institutions, the Froyle Fête which has traditionally been held early
in July together with the Flower Show. See page 7 for more details.
But before we get to the Fête we have winter to negotiate and for many this will not be
easy. The Hall itself is not immune. To give you a sense of the scale of the issue, we
have recently come to the end of a three year fixed price tariff for gas and electricity and
we estimate that in the new year our annual fuel costs will rise from £1000 to £4000.
As things stand there are some households who will go hungry and some who will be
chilly. Some both. Certainly there will be great anxiety about how to manage the
seemingly unmanageable. The Committee are discussing if the Hall can help possibly
by opening several times a week for a soup-and-games type event for those who might
otherwise be cold or hungry in their own homes or who might be lonely or anxious and
would welcome another opportunity each week to get out and mix with others.
Our next Village Hall Committee meeting is on Tuesday 6 September at 7pm. If you
have any thoughts or ideas along these lines or any of the matters I have mentioned or
would like to help do please make contact.
Nick Whines 23130
secretary@froylevillagehall.co.uk
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Advertising in the Froyle Village Magazine
The rates are as follows:
For Froyle businesses: £3.50 +VAT/month for advertisements of up to half a page.
For non-Froyle businesses: £5 +VAT/month for up to half a page.
For both residents and non-residents: £10 +VAT/month for a full page; or £5 +
VAT for a third of a page on inside covers.
All advertising must be requested and paid for through the Parish Clerk at
and copied to
We are pleased that local tradesmen and service providers advertise with us, and hope
you support them. However, we don’t check or endorse them in any way.

The Meeting Place
This takes place every Friday morning in the Village Hall from
10am - 12 noon, so do come and join us for delicious home made
cakes, hot and cold drinks, and good conversation. We also now
have a NEW selection of books to borrow.
September Kitchen Helpers
Brian Jones

2nd

Lori Taylor

9th

David and Mary Perryman

16th

Sarah Roberts

Marje Heyhurst

23rd

Jan Elliott

Sue Carr

30th

John Dunn
Sue Lelliott
Please organise swaps yourselves, but do contact us if necessary.
September Cake Bakers
Jennie Thomas

2nd Sarah Roberts
9th

Gina Kemp

Mary Perryman

Marje Heyhurst

Shirley Bellis

16th Katherine Gilmour

Sue Sharman

Susie Robertson

23rd Gillian Pickering

Ann Wood

Corinna Whines

30th Lucia Lindlom

Maureen Fry

Laura Ozelyte

We do try to remind bakers, but please let us know if you can’t bake for any reason.
It’s also helpful to know what cakes are coming, just so we don’t get three of the
same variety!
Cakes can be left in the porch at Wykeham House Lower Froyle on Thursdays or
brought to the hall after 9.30am on Fridays. If you are a new baker or would like to
bake for us, do come into the kitchen and introduce yourself.
SAVE THE DATE: Friday 7th October
MacMillan coffee morning at the Meeting Place
More details in October magazine
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Gill Bradley 520484 gahbradley@gmail.com
Jenny Gove 23697 govejenny@gmail.com
Susie Robertson 520820 sjrinfroyle@gmail.com

THE 17th FROYLE
CHARITY QUIZ
Froyle Village Hall
Saturday 15th October 2022
7.00pm for 7.30pm start
Tables of six maximum|Come as a team
OR join friends and make up a team on the night
£10 per person to include Ploughman’s platter
Cash bar and raffle
Proceeds to Ruth Strauss Foundation
To reserve a place:
Matthew Findlay 01420 22019 | findlaywill80@hotmail.co.uk

THE FROYLE FÊTE IS BACK
The fête committee have confirmed that the annual Froyle Fête
will be back in July 2023.
This follows the Froyle Festival being held in 2020 and
the Platinum Jubilee celebrations in 2022
which were held instead of the fête.
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… more dates for your diary

FROYLE HARVEST SUPPER
FROYLE VILLAGE HALL
The ever popular Harvest Supper will take place on
Friday 7th October 7pm for 7.30pm
Tickets will be available from 23rd September at the Meeting Place or
from Jenny 23697 or Gill 520484.

FROYLE HARVEST FESTIVAL
ST MARY’S CHURCH
This will be held on Sunday 9th October
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible to help us
decorate the church on Saturday 8th October from 9.30am
(The Community Group any queries to Gill 520484)

A REAL PUZZLE TO
SOLVE…
A Froyle resident has unearthed this
portrait painted by her husband
probably in the late sixties or seventies,
but has no idea who it is of? There was
a possible Treloars School connection
but that is as much as we know.
Does anyone have any idea who it might
be?
It would be lovely for her to be able to
reunite it with the sitter, so if you have
an idea do let us know by emailing
magazine@froyle.com.
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ALTON FOOD BANK
PLEASE SUPPORT !
With the rising cost of living and unprecedented fuel bills expected this Autumn and
Winter, more and more local families are relying on Alton Foodbank for their food and
basic needs. Please help us by supporting this local charity, they are particularly in need
of the following items at the moment - there is a box in the village hall, or you can drop
off at Greenfields Cottage, Lower Froyle.
Tinned vegetables
Tinned rice pudding
Pasta
Tinned custard
Tinned fruit
Tinned meat (pies, stewing steak, hot dogs)
Tuna
Sponge puddings
Pasta sauce
Fruit juice long life
Biscuits
Coffee
Fabric conditioner
Shampoo and conditioner
Sanitary towels and pads
They are also collecting and distributing school uniform to families referred to the
Foodbank. They particularly need ‘badged’ uniform such as blazers, school jumpers, PE
kit and for Eggars and Amery Hill, the approved school skirts. If you have any of these
items and happy to donate, please call me on 07785 350381.
Many thanks for your kind and continued generosity.
Louise Marston
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September in the Potting Shed
Phew what a summer, we did not expect that. So what
now? Well do not panic, it is amazing what will
recover. Dead heading is important to continue, but
do not be in a rush to cut plants back that appear to
be dead. Any newly planted trees and shrubs need to
be watered. It is best to give the ground a good soak
once a week rather than a little each day and as I have said in the past try and water
early in the day as it gives the plant time to take up the water before the heat of the
day. Watering wilted plants in the heat can cause leaf scorch.
Make a note of the plants that have really suffered during the heat and either think
of replacing with more resilient plants or make sure that the plants are given the best
conditions to grow. I have noticed that the plants that had plenty of organic matter
added either in the soil or around the roots as a mulch have come through much
better.
Tomatoes seem to have done well, but watch out now for late blight. As some food
is going to be very pricey this winter try and sow quick growing salad crops to help
fill the gap. You can also plant potatoes for Christmas. These are best grown in large
tubs or pots. You could even grow quick growing carrots in pots.
Do not worry about the lawns. They will come back during the winter period. Keep
the blade high to allow the shoots to grow and this then helps the roots to develop
a deeper system which will then help the plants to strengthen and hopefully withstand
heavy rains or future droughts.
It looks like a good oak mast year, so if you want to grow some new oak trees,
September/October is a good time to collect the acorns and sow them. I like to use
deep root trainer cell trays as these were developed for sowing and growing trees.
Enjoy what we hope will be a cooler period with some nice steady rain.
Geoff Hawkins

Gardening Club Buffet Lunch
The Gardening Club Buffet Lunch which was postponed from the New Year finally
took place on 13th August in the Village Hall. It was well attended and as popular
as ever.
Thanks go to Gill Bradley for organising the afternoon and to the band of helpers
in the kitchen. The Members as usual provided a wonderful selection of dishes and
very tempting desserts which went down well.
10

After lunch Janet Hayes and her ukulele group, ‘The String Alongs’, gave us a lively
performance of well-known songs to entertain us.
A quiz and raffle finished the hot afternoon off which was enjoyed by all.
Anne Blunt

Autumn Show - Saturday 10th September
It is three years ago since our last show and on Saturday 10th September we will have
this year’s Autumn Show.
Staging Time for show entrants:
9am-10am on Saturday with the
Show open to the public from 2.30pm to 4.30pm
Prizegiving at 4.00pm
Despite the weather and the difficult season, can we please make this one a good
one. The flowers may not be plentiful but we have classes for cookery, crafts, flower
arranging, photography and children. You do not have to be a member to enter.
Schedules are available from the Village Hall Meeting Place and also downloadable
from the Froyle Gardening Club website at www.froylegardeningclub.co.uk.
And finally, please make note of a future diary date:
October 14th - 7.30pm - Talk - Friend or Foe: Geoff Hawkins

FROYLE 100 CLUB
July Draw
The winners in the July draw were:
1st - Charlie Findlay
2nd - Roz Packett
3rd - Phil Roberts
4th - Karen Potter
See page 21 for results of the August draw.
Congratulations to all!
William Knowles Tel: 07775 928933
wbk@wbknowles.com
11

Trees for the Garden
If you are thinking of planting a tree this Autumn to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee, here
are some factors that you should take into consideration when choosing your tree:
• Height and spread: This is probably the most important factor. Even small
ornamental trees may reach a height of 6-8m or more. If this is too big, consider a
weeping form, as these rarely increase much in height, or choose a large shrub.
• Season of interest: Think about flowering time, foliage, fruit and bark. If you only
have room for one tree, choose one with more than one season of interest such as
fruit or autumn colour following on from flowers, or coloured or textured bark
• Deciduous or evergreen?: Both types of trees have their advantages. Evergreens
will provide colour and shape to a winter garden, but obviously, score low on
blossom and autumn colours.
• Trees for specific locations: Consider how much light your tree will get in the
location you intend to plant it, whether the soil is usually damp or dry, whether it
is going to be happy with your soil ph.
• Trees and buildings: Many properties in Froyle have a clay soil, so there are
shrinkage risks in having large trees close to a building. You may need to get
professional advice if you wish to plant close to a building.
These are a few of my favourite garden trees:
• Cornus Kousa: a member of the dogwood family. It flowers in late spring, with
showy and long lasting white or pink bracts around the tiny flower. Good autumn
foliage colours. There are lots of different cultivars to choose from.
• Pyrus Salicifolia: or ‘Weeping Pear’. Pretty weeping tree with silver willow shaped
leaves, and beautiful creamy blossom in the spring.
• Prunus Autumnalis: the Autumn Flowering Cherry is a lovely graceful tree with
pink and white blossom in mild spells from November through to May. Lovely
autumn foliage.
• Malus Hupenhensis: there are dozens of different varieties of crab apple trees to
choose from, all with beautiful spring blossom and colourful fruits, loved by birds
and jelly makers!
Hopefully, in October, I will be able to give you some tips on planting your tree – and
drought-proofing it!
Sue Lelliott, Froyle Tree Warden
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A growing number of towns and parishes in Hampshire have signed up to the Greening
Campaign, an initiative that aims to make communities more resilient in the face of the
climate challenges we face. The hot summer has changed the look of the landscape and
at times we have modified our behaviours to conserve water and try to keep cool, soon,
as the evenings draw in, we are going to feel the impact of rising fuel costs.
By setting up a Greening Froyle group we can share advice and work together to tackle
community issues such as flooding, loss of biodiversity and we can establish a network
to support individuals by providing advice on topics such as fuel conservation and
wellbeing.
As the Greening Campaign is well established, we can take advantage of a programme
that has already worked for many communities. As well as a written information pack
there are experts on hand to guide us through the process and meetings with other
communities to share ideas and achievements.
The pillars of the project are:
• Energy efficiency
• Creating and improving space for wildlife
• Health and wellbeing
So where do you fit in? Perhaps you are knowledgeable about promoting insect life, or
maybe you can advise people on which plants to select which will be more resistant to
droughts? Have you experienced ‘retro-fitting’ in your home by increasing the insulation
in your loft or sourcing the ideal double glazing that complemented your listed home?
Perhaps you have made the switch to an air source heat pump? If you have worked
through one of these projects the chances are you did your research, you have learnt
valuable lessons and you could encourage and inspire those of us who are yet to make
those changes. If you have great people skills or an eye for design and would like to get
involved you would be very welcome, the more people on board the greater the impact
we can have.
If you are interested helping establish Greening Froyle, we would really love to hear
from you.
Anthea and Alex
anthea.mcriley@froyleparishcouncil.org.uk
alex.roberts@froyleparishcouncil.org.uk
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Froyle Wildlife
Pond continues to thrive for nature
The wildlife pond near Gid Lane in Upper Froyle is a local
hot spot for biodiversity including a breeding population of
Great Crested Newts. It still surprises me that new species
arrive; Purple Hairstreak butterfly and Meadow Sweet have
been seen there this summer
for the first time since construction in 2016. Sunny
weather for the drop-in day in July clashed with
Wimbledon Tennis finals so there were fewer visitors
than last year.
During the day we saw 15 species of butterfly including
Marbled White, Meadow Brown and Comma. The
mesmerising aerial displays of dragonflies and damselflies
over the pond are always a delight to witness, with eight
species recorded such as Broad-bodied Chaser, Banded
Demoiselle and Small Red-eyed Damselfly. The
wildflower meadow surrounding the pond also hosts a
variety of hoverflies, bees, ladybirds and beetles. Water
in the pond dropped to the lowest level ever this August,
so unfortunately, we had to cancel the children’s pond
dipping activity.
Do tell us about your sightings in Froyle with or without photos by email to
info@froylewildlife.co.uk or put on Instagram with #froylewildlife.
At the end of July we cut the area of perennial
wildflower meadow on Froyle recreation
ground using traditional scythes and then
removed the cuttings. Thanks to the
volunteers who carried out this annual
maintenance and other tasks. Why not try
your hand at scything when we cut selected
areas of the wildlife pond area meadow,
starting 10am on 3rd September. If you can
help, please contact us by email to
info@froylewildlife.co.uk or tel. 01420 23520.
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A good night out?
We ran a moth lamp on two evenings at the meadow surrounding the wildlife pond in
Upper Froyle. The first evening in June recorded 15 species even though the temperature
quickly plummeted under a clear cold sky. The
second in July with ideal weather conditions
recorded an amazing 68 species under overcast
sky with a temperature of 21 C at midnight.
These included the colourful Elephant Hawkmoth and our largest British species the Privet
Hawk-moth. Amongst the hundreds of
individual moths seen and some photographed,
there are more micro-moth species still to be
identified. Hardly any of the moths recorded
would be seen during the day. Butterflies and
moths are useful indicator species for the health
of our environment.

Miniature Hummingbirds
Several gardens in Froyle were visited by the Humming-bird Hawk-moth this summer.
This remarkable day flying moth hovers to sip nectar from flowers with wing beats so
fast they are a blur. It arrives in England as an immigrant flying from Europe, then lays
eggs on the caterpillar food plants such as Lady's Bedstraw, Hedge Bedstraw and Red
Valerian to produce a native population in late summer.
Old Winchester Hill
Our walk at this National Nature Reserve in
August did not disappoint with wonderful views,
wildflowers and butterflies. The south slope had
numerous Chalkhill Blue butterflies flitting over
the hot vegetation among their caterpillar
foodplant Horseshoe Vetch. We spotted the
delicate flowers of the rare Round-headed
Rampion growing in the poor chalky soil along
with species such as Harebell, Squinancywort and
Small Scabious. Well worth a visit at anytime of
the year, we enjoyed some of the best of
Hampshire’s countryside.
Barry Clark
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September News from The Froyle Archive

Froyle Workhouse - where was it?

Recently we received an enquiry from Littleton in Colorado, USA, concerning a family
who, in the 1851 census, were shown as living at The Workhouse. But where
Froyle’s Workhouse? The photograph above, taken in 1938, doesn’t help very much,
but if we mention the name Brecklands, and tell you that it is overlooking the Rec. you’ll
know exactly where it was. The building was converted to cottages in 1835 when Froyle,
along with 20 other parishes, came into the Alton Union. They were then known as
Workhouse Cottages, but the name has since been changed to “Brecklands”.
Under the Workhouse Act of 1723 single parishes were empowered to erect
workhouses and by 1776 there were about 2,000 in England. Generally the poor were
restricted to the building apart from Sundays and often male and female members of
the same family were housed apart.
In Froyle ‘Overseers of the Poor’ are first mentioned in 1750. Relief both ‘in and out of
the House’ was given to poor families. This was paid to people with large families to
augment the meagre wages of that time, so we have the beginning of our present day
family allowances. The poor relief in 1774 was 4/- per month, and the clerk was paid
3/- for each parish funeral.
There was an epidemic of smallpox from 1774 to 1777. Various sums, including one of
£24 7s 4½d, were paid to Samuel Hoare of nearby Crondall for boarding out people at
the Smallpox Hospital, and the Church Registers of St Mary’s record the large number
of burials at this time.
If you go to the website address below you will find not only the names of the
occupants (from the relevant censuses) but a plan of the layout of the building, showing how
large it was, being some three times the size of “Brecklands”, as well as details of who
lived where.

Chris & Annette Booth (22364)

http://www.froyle.com/breck2.htm
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Pond Tales
As many of you may have noticed, the pond at the bottom of Husseys Lane has
completely dried up during the hot weather. In previous years the water level has dropped
during the summer and we have been worried by that, but this year has surpassed all
other years. It is now bone dry and looks similar to the Atacama Desert.
A few weeks ago we became concerned about the welfare of the birds which live on the
pond – the mallards, two Aylesbury ducks and five moorhens. The mallards are fairly
self-sufficient and as the water dropped their numbers decreased – perhaps they have
gone on holiday to Bentley where the pond is strangely as full as ever? But the Aylesbury
ducks can’t fly, so #OperationDuckRescue began.
We were worried that since anyone and anything (including, one assumes, foxes) can
now walk across the pond that the Aylesburys were far more vulnerable to being attacked.
Residents by the pond managed to catch one of the ducks when she came out onto the
bank, lured by food. She was bundled into a box and carried up to the rather luxurious
pond at Husseys – a gloriously green haven. She couldn’t quite believe her luck when
the box opened and she flopped into the cool water, quacking and diving to clean off
her muddy feathers. She settled in immediately.
Her sister was a completely different story. She had no intention of being put through
the indignity of being bundled into a cardboard box. At one point, one Husseys Lane
resident lost her flip flop in the mud as she
tried to walk across the pond to catch her.
Another, ingeniously, crawled around the
pond using traction treads (the type of rubber
mats you use to get cars out of mud) – a good
shower was required after that attempt (which
also failed). Finally, she came out of the pond
voluntarily after two days without food to eat
some corn on the bank and was finally netted.
After the necessary five minutes of indignity
in the cardboard box, she was launched into
the Husseys Pond which involved a lot of
joyful quacks as she hit the water and joined
her sister.
The moorhens remain. We are putting bowls of water out for them but aren’t convinced
they have worked out how to make best use of the help.
In the coming weeks the pond is due to be dredged which will hopefully mean an end
to the duckweed which has been proliferating for the past 18 months. Let’s hope we
have some rain soon and we work out how to recapture the Aylesburys to return them
to their usual home.
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Sophie Chalk

ST MARY’S CHURCH NOTES
Administrator: Tel 01420 23339 e-mail admin@benbinfro.org

Church Warden:
Simon Marshall 07734 214419
sm517@icloud.com
Anna Friend:
Sarah Roberts 07831 294852
sarahrfroyle@gmail.com

Benefice Pastoral Care:
Nick Carter 489122
Anna Chaplain:
Nicky Smallwood 07765 058593
annachaplain@benbinfro.co.uk

SEPTEMBER SERVICES
Sun 4th Sept

8.00am Froyle
9.30am Bentley
11.00am Oakhanger

Holy Communion
Morning Worship with Children’s Church
Holy Communion

Sun 11th Sept

9.30am Froyle
11.00am Binsted
5.00pm Bentley

Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Live@5 Big Praise

Sun 18th Sept

9.30am Bentley
11.00am Froyle

Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

Sun 25th Sept

9.30am
11.00am
5.00pm
6.30pm

Holy Communion and Harvest Festival
Holy Communion
Live@5 Yum Yum
Choral Evensong

Binsted
Kingsley
Bentley
Froyle

Please note: if you receive this in time, the Evensong service on 28th August is
at the usual time of 6:30pm, not 6:00pm as stated in the last magazine.
We are continuing to provide online Sunday sermons and worship songs, uploaded
to YouTube by Monday morning, and weekday Thought for the Day videos at
6.30am. For further details, see the benefice website at www.benbinfro.co.uk.
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ST MARY’S CHURCH
Church Warden’s Notes
In the August lull, with reduced services across the benefice and the Froyle magazine
taking the month off, we cast our mind back to the delightful pet service held on the
recreation ground on a very hot Sunday
in July, at which we all clung to the
limited shade provided by the trees (see
picture right) while Rev Nicky
Smallwood, our Anna Chaplain, blessed
our pets – including a magnificent
tortoise. It turns out that Nicky, as well
as being an ordained minister, is also a
qualified vet, so who better to lead us in
this service? Well done Gill, Jenny and
the Community Group for putting this
event together.
Later in July, some of our more senior (and a number of our less senior…) parishioners
attended a sumptuous tea party in the beautiful grounds of Mill Court, kindly hosted by
Christopher and Kathy Ogilvie-Thompson.
Also in July, the church was very proud to ‘host’ the wedding of Charlotte Roberts,
daughter of our former churchwarden Sarah and her husband Phil, to Alejo, and
delighted to welcome Yann back to conduct the wedding service (and practise his
Spanish).
Looking forwards, the big event is the imminent arrival, in early September, of our new
vicar, Matt Boyes. The formal tone of the official notice of Matt’s appointment, set out
on page 21 of this magazine, reflects the ongoing procedural formalities required as part
of any such appointment, which have not yet been completed. But this masks just what
an exciting event this is for everyone. We very much look forward to welcoming Matt
and his wife, Becky, and two children to Froyle. They will be living in the vicarage in
Binsted, but I’m sure we’ll be seeing lots of them.
For the time being, while Matt settles in, the rota of services from the start of September
will be as before the August break, with two Communion services and two lay-led services
each month – see page 18.
Simon Marshall
Church Warden
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As summer draws to a close, some of us have been considering how this time of year
gives us even more of a moment to reflect on endings and beginnings than we do at
New Year. For in September we see the culmination of much hard work, both in the
classroom and the fields and are about to take steps forward that will lead us into the
next year.
For many, this is the month for a whole new start, arriving at school or college for the
first time. Whether it is Reception Class in primary school or Freshers Week at
university, there will be excitement and a degree of nervousness. For others it may be
the end of exams and the start of a new course or even a first job.
It is also when we celebrate the results of the countryside’s labours in our farms and
fields with our Harvest Festivals. There has been haymaking and harvesting in our area
throughout the summer months but now nearly all is gathered in and there must be
relief that crops have survived the driest summer in 200 years. But even as the tractors
ferry their final loads from the fields the cycle is already just about to start again, with
preparations in hand for ploughing and sowing next year’s crops. In gardens too, the
keen horticulturists in our region will be taking stock of thirsty borders and deciding
what they can grow next year, as well as hastening to plant daffodils bulbs before the
end of the month and tulips by late November.
At a time when we are constantly unnerved by news of troubles around the world, by
serious concerns about the impact of climate change and are still reeling from the
long-term shock of the pandemic, the constancy of the environment around our
benefice is reassuring. We are perhaps more fortunate than those living in conurbations
in that we can see the cycle of life performing before our very eyes every day. The fields
will be ploughed, they will be sown and planted, and the crops will do their best to
grow, despite the rain or lack of it. The sheep will graze and the ram will tup the ewes
in November to ensure there is lamb for Easter.
And we find this reassurance in the Bible too, for instance in Exodus 12:2, This month
shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. We are ready
and eager for a new start because we believe and trust in God. An appropriate thought
for our benefice as a whole, given that we too are facing a new beginning in the very
near future with the arrival of a new vicar to lead us forward. We hope we can build
upon the solid foundation that has been achieved in the last few years, uniting all our
churches in faith and community.
The Benbinfro Benefice Team
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Our New Rector
Following the announcements in our church services about the appointment of the new
Rector for our benefice, subject to everything going through in time, Bishop David is
planning to hold the installation service for Revd Matt Boyes at St Mary’s Bentley at
7:30pm on Wednesday 7th September. We’ll be providing more details nearer the
time.

Karamoja Famine Appeal
As you may know for many years the churches in the Alton area (Deanery) have been
supporting the churches in the province of Karamoja in north east Uganda. The two
dioceses that make up this region cover an area larger than Wales. Most people are
subsistence farmers and cattle herders. They have reported to us that after very poor
rains and low harvest yields if any, there is a famine in this region. People have begun
to die from starvation. Already 900 people are reported to have died but the number
may be much higher. We are trying to raise at least £5,000 to support relief efforts. Please
give generously to this Emergency Famine Appeal.
Christopher Ogilvie Thompson 07776178690
Alton Karamoja Deanery Link Committee Secretary
AC No 40968999 Sort Code 090666

FROYLE 100 CLUB
August Draw
The winners in the August draw were:
1st - Alex Roberts
2nd - Jean Norkett
3rd - Charlie Findlay
4th - James Hudleston
The eagle-eyed among you will have noticed that Charlie Findlay appears on the list for
both months. He has very kindly offered to put back his August winnings - there will be an
additional third prize in September! Congratulations to all!
William Knowles Tel: 07775 928933
wbk@wbknowles.com
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RIDE AND STRIDE
Saturday 10th September 10am to 6pm
Once again Ride and Stride is looming on the horizon. For those who don’t know about
it or have forgotten or have perhaps glazed over the event, it is something which happens
each year when volunteers beg sponsorship to bicycle, walk, horse ride, motor car,
kangaroo hop, skateboard or any other means of getting from A to B round churches
in our area that are open on the day. Many offer refreshments and will welcome you.
This is put on by a very long charity name, 'Hampshire and the Islands Historic Churches
Trust’ or much simpler HIHCT. HIHCT give grants to churches for many
improvements.
St Mary’s received £7500 towards the lighting project which is now completed, and the
Ride and Stride Saturday is a way the charity fund raises. But better than that, for every
£ the participant makes from Sponsorship they receive half back for their church with
no strings attached. A couple of years ago our ‘share’ funded the dishwasher in our new
kitchen and last year funded miles of wiring for the new lighting system. So it is a very
worthwhile event for all concerned.
So please think about supporting this event yourselves or by sponsoring a participant.
For more information about participating or names of people you could sponsor contact
Linda Bulpitt in Upper Froyle on 01420 22725.

MUSICAL REFLECTIONS
Saturday 12th November 5pm
St Mary’s Church Froyle
Beautiful classical music with Quattro, a professional string quartet
who have been based in Froyle for many years.
Programme to include
well-known works by
Schubert, Borodin, Barber and Elgar …
and some wine and nibbles, of course.!
More details to follow in
forthcoming issues of the magazine.
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BENTLEY CofE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Katy Pinchess
Headteacher
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTION
LOOK GOOD
Posters/Adverts – please apply in the normal way – see inside back cover.
- If you want a full page, design your page in portrait layout. For half pages use
landscape.
- You can send your copy in any size but it will be resized to fit on A5. The easiest
way to see how it will look is to design a full page as A5 portrait and a half page as
A6 landscape.
- The magazine online is in colour but remember the printed version is in black and
white.
- Because of our ageing software please avoid complicated layouts – we have found
they may not transfer well.
- Save the copy as a PDF and send both the PDF and the word document.
- Please remember to embed all fonts.
Articles
- Please send text and pictures separately. As a rough guide a page is about 500 words
with no pictures.

NEED A BABYSITTER?
Hello! My name is Sophie Paul. I have been babysitting for 3 years and I love
working with children, making sure they are entertained, safe and happy while I
watch them.
I am 16 almost 17 years old, new to the area and looking for babysitting work. I
am studying my A-levels at Lord Wandsworth College. I have lots of experience
with children aged 3 to 16 and am also comfortable with animals. I am happy to
babysit during the day and/ or at night.
My contact details are:
sophie.c.paul@hotmail.com 07831 686271
or PM me on Facebook at anytime

FROYLE SMALL ADS
Don’t forget - Small ads are
to all Froyle residents (one per month)
So why not advertise items you no longer need, or are looking for, right here?
Or indeed services you can offer or are trying to find?
Just email your text - and a photo if you have one - to magazine@froyle.com
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Tucked away in the heart of Hampshire’s rolling green, we’re a true
country pub at heart. Our bar is stocked with great national and local
ales, superb wines from around the world and our menus are
brimming with the finest ingredients.

Tel: 01420 23261

info@anchorinnatlowerfroyle.co.uk

www.anchorinnatlowerfroyle.co.uk
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234774

AB Plumbing & Heating Services
“Providing Plumbing & Heating solutions for
the local community”
Mr A Barry 4 Holmwood Cottages Bentley GU10 5NF
Office 01420 525354 Mobile 077650 74638
Email infoabplumbing@aol.com
“7 DAYS A WEEK”
All aspects of Plumbing & Heating undertaken
Why not follow us on Twitter.com @ABPlumbingGU10 for our latest
updates
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Paul Pascall
Painter and Decorator

Estimates and References Available
01252 328965 Evenings
07803 723530 Daytime
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September
Bin Collections
Monday 5 September

Rubbish & Garden Waste

Monday 12 September

Recycling but NO Glass (*)

Monday 19 September

Rubbish & Garden Waste

Monday 26 September

Recycling

* Note: EHDC’s recent Bin Updates report that there will be no glass
collection for at least another month. The advice from EHDC is to
dispose of your glass at a local bottle bank. If your chosen bottle bank
is full, please do not leave glass on the ground by the bottle bank. And
please do not leave it kerbside awaiting collection.
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Clerk to Parish Council ………………………… Andrew Potter - 07979 030571
clerk@froyleparishcouncil.org.uk
www.froyleparishcouncil.org.uk
District Councillor ….……. .Tony Costigan - 07770 666896 - tony.costigan@easthants.gov.uk
Froyle Village Hall Committee Chairman ……….…….. .David Robertson - 520820
www.froylevillagehall.co.uk
Froyle Gardening Club …………………………………… Anne Blunt - 22262
Froyle Vestments Group .……………………………….Madeleine Black - 23371
www.froylevestmentsgroup.org.uk
St Mary’s Flower Rota ………………………………… … Gill Bradley - 520484
Froyle Archive ………………………………….. Chris & Annette Booth - 22364
www.froyle.com
The Meeting Place …………………………………… Susie Robertson - 520820
Froyle Wildlife……………………………………………. Barry Clark - 23520
www.froylewildlife.co.uk
Community Information Volunteer for Age Concern Hampshire………………
Madeleine Black - 23371
Bentley, Binsted & Froyle Care Group (bookings) …………………… 07775 458873
(secretary) ……………………. 01420 590697
Police .……… …………………………………..Call 101 (999 in an emergency)
NHS non-emergency ….……… ………………………………………
The Benefice of Bentley, Binsted & Froyle……………… www.benbinfro.co.uk
Froyle Residents’ Facebook Group …………….……. simon@watmore.com

NEXT MONTH’S MAGAZINE DEADLINE
Friday 19th August, 2022
For guidance on formatting contributions, see page 40 of April’s edition.
For advertising details, please refer to our rates on the inside back cover.
All booking enquiries should be addressed in the first instance to:
magazine@froyle.com and copied to clerk@froyleparishcouncil.org.uk
Magazine contributions should be submitted by the above deadline to:
magazine@froyle.com
Please remember to check out the magazine online at:
http://www.froyle.com/magazine/magazine.htm

